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While preschoolers might not be ready to respond to the gospel, use 
this guide to help little minds begin to grasp big truths about Jesus 
and the kingdom of God.

GOD IS KING.
Ask: “Who is in charge at home? Who is in charge over 
the whole world?” Explain that God made everything! 
He is King over everything, and He is in charge.

WE SINNED.
Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” Tell 
preschoolers that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our 
sin makes God sad.

GOD SENT JESUS.
Explain that God must punish sin. He loves us and He 
sent His Son, Jesus, to earth. Jesus came to take away 
the punishment for sin.

JESUS LOVES.
Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that Jesus gives us 
the best present. He never did anything wrong, but He 
was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our 
sin because He loves us.

Pray that God will save your preschoolers. As you faithfully teach 
the Bible, you are planting gospel seeds in children’s hearts. Ask God 
to grow the preschoolers into children who love and trust in Jesus.
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Small Group Opening

Engage preschoolers 
and introduce the day’s

Bible story.

Activity Page

Opening 
Activities

Suggested times
The times provided allow you to 

complete the session plan in an 
hour and fifteen minutes. Lengthen or 
shorten the session as needed.

Large Group Leader

Communicate the day’s
Bible story and discover 

God’s big story.

Key Passage 

Giant
Timeline 

Sing

Big Picture 
Question

Bible Study 
at a Glance

Leader Bible 
Study

Familiarize yourself with 
the content and context of 
the Bible story and how it 

relates to God’s plan of 
redemption.

Start here

Say what?
Use the suggested “Say” 
dialogue to easily move 

between segments. 

Bible Story

Preparation

Pray for your preschoolers 
and contact families during 

the week. Gather and 
prepare session 

materials.

Send a parent 
e-mail

Pray 
for your 

preschoolers

Assemble 
supplies

Print/down-
load printables

Prepare 
videos

2 Preschool Leader Guide
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Check 
out our tips 

and resources for 
an additional hour in 

the Worship Guide!

Make it fit
Customize the session plan to fit the needs
of your church or classroom.

1 room

1 or more rooms

1)  Use the Small Group Opening to welcome preschoolers to Bible study. Preschoolers may work 
the activity page and/or complete an activity together. 

2)  Transition to an area within your classroom that can be designated as the Large Group Bible 
story area. Watch the Bible story video or tell the Bible story. Incorporate any large group 
elements that fit your space and your time constraints.

3)  Regroup to the Small Group area by using a countdown video. Set up activities in one of these 
ways: as a group, all at the same time; in small groups that rotate through each activity; set up as 
centers, allowing preschoolers to browse and choose.  

1)  Use the Small Group Opening to welcome preschoolers to Bible study. Kids may work the 
activity page and/or complete an activity together.

2)  Use the countdown video or other transition signal as you move your small group to join the 
other small groups in the large group area. Watch the Bible story video or tell the Bible story. 
Incorporate any large group elements that fit your space and your time constraints. 

3)  Regroup to the small group rooms where you will reinforce what preschoolers learned from the 
Large Group Leader. Set up activities in one of these ways: as a group, all at the same time; in 
small groups that rotate through each activity; set up as centers, allowing preschoolers to browse 
and choose. 

Activities

Snack & 
Transition

Finish here

Small Group 
Activities

Reinforce the Bible Story 
by engaging in fun 

activities for multiple 
learning styles.

Prophets and Kings

3Prophets and Kings
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Unit 13: God the Revealer

Unit Description:
Israel and Judah, governed predominantly by evil kings, continued to 
disobey God. God sent prophets like Elijah and Isaiah to reveal His 
power, love, and faithfulness to His people. God reminded them of His 
plan to send a Rescuer, Jesus, to take away their sin.

Key Passage: 
Hebrews 1:1-2

Big Picture Question: 
How many gods are there? There is one true God. 

4 Preschool Leader Guide
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Unit 13: God the Revealer

Session 1:
Bible Story: 
Elijah Confronted Evil Ahab
Bible Passage: 
1 Kings 18
Main Point: 
God defeated the prophets of 
Baal.

Session 2: 
Bible Story: 
Elijah Ran from Jezebel
Bible Passage: 
1 Kings 19
Main Point: 
God encouraged Elijah.

Session 3:
Bible Story: 
Elisha and Naaman
Bible Passage: 
2 Kings 5
Main Point: 
God healed Naaman.

Session 4:
Bible Story: 
God Called Isaiah
Bible Passage: 
Isaiah 6
Main Point: 
Isaiah saw the holy God.

Session 5:
Bible Story: 
Isaiah Preached About the 
Messiah
Bible Passage: 
Isaiah 53
Main Point: 
God said Jesus would suffer.

Session 6:
Bible Story: 
Hezekiah, Judah’s Faithful King
Bible Passage: 
2 Kings 18–19
Main Point: 
God answered Hezekiah’s 
prayer.

5God the Revealer
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UNIT 13
Session 1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

King Ahab was an evil king. In fact, “Ahab did more to 
provoke the Lord God of Israel than all the kings of Israel 
who were before him” (1 Kings 16:33). The things that 
Ahab did made God angry. God wanted His people to be 
faithful to Him, but King Ahab led them away from God.

God chose Elijah to get Ahab’s attention. In 1 Kings 17, 
Elijah told Ahab that a drought was coming. God prevented 
rain in the land for three years. For Ahab, a man who 
worshiped Baal—the false Canaanite god of rain and 
fertility—the drought sent a strong message about the one 
true God.

Unit 13 • Session 1

Use Week of:

Elijah Confronted Evil Ahab

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 18
MAIN POINT: God defeated the prophets of Baal.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 10

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 12

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 14

6 Preschool Leader Guide
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1

Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

When God was ready to send rain on the earth, Elijah 
appeared to Ahab and instructed him to gather the Israelites 
and the prophets of the false gods at Mount Carmel. Elijah 
challenged the people to choose: Follow God or follow Baal. 
They couldn’t do both.

Elijah set up a challenge to prove who is the one true God. 
He faced off against the prophets of Baal. Each group 
prepared a bull on an altar and called on its deity to send 
fire from heaven. The prophets of Baal called and cried and 
cut themselves, but Baal did not answer.

Elijah poured water on and around his altar. He called 
to God, and God sent fire from heaven. Everything was 
burned up. The prophets could not deny that the God of 
Elijah is the one true God, and God sent a great rain to end 
the drought.

The false god Baal had no power. As you teach preschoolers 
this week, emphasize that only God—the one true God—
has power to help His people and to save them. And He 
saves them through His Son, Jesus, whose name means “the 
Lord saves.”

Check out the 
video “The 
Big Story” for 
a picture of 
this quarter’s 
part in God’s 
big story of 
redemption.

7God the Revealer
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Elijah Confronted Evil Ahab
1 Kings 18

King Ahab was the king in Israel. He was a bad king. 
Ahab did not worship God; he worshiped a false god 
named Baal (BAY uhl). King Ahab caused the Israelites 
to disobey God too. God was not happy with King Ahab, 
so God caused a drought. During a drought, there is no 
rain for a long time. God wanted Ahab to learn that Baal 
had no power. Only God—the Creator of all things—is 
powerful and in control of all things.

No rain fell from the sky for three years. Then one day, 
God was ready to send rain.

First, God sent a man named Elijah to talk to King 
Ahab. Elijah told Ahab, “You have made trouble for 
Israel because you do not obey God, and you worship 
false gods.” He told Ahab, the Israelites, and all of the 
people who worshiped Baal to meet him at Mount 
Carmel.

Elijah stood in front of the people and said, “Make up 
your minds! If you believe the Lord is God, follow Him; 
but if Baal, then follow him.”

Elijah set up a contest to show who the one true God 
is. The worshipers of Baal made an altar for their false god. 
They put a bull on their altar.

“You call to Baal,” Elijah said, “and ask him to send 
fire to your altar. I will call on the Lord. The God who 
answers by fire is the one true God.”

From morning until noon, the worshipers of Baal 
called out to Baal, but no one answered. The people 
danced and cried loudly, but no one answered.

Elijah dug a ditch around his altar and put a bull on 

The BIBLE STORY

8 Preschool Leader Guide
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a pile of wood. Then he asked for four jars of water to be 
poured on the wood. The altar was very wet. Elijah asked 
for even more water.

Elijah prayed, “Answer me, God, so that these people 
will know that You are God.”

God answered Elijah. God sent fire from the sky! The 
fire burned up the bull and the wood and the stones and 
the dust! It burned up the water that was in the ditch. 
God showed everyone that He is the one true God.

The men who were watching fell to the ground. They 
said, “The Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is God!”

Soon the sky grew dark with clouds, and God sent 
rain. God ended the drought and proved that He is the one 
true God.

Christ Connection: The people who worshiped the false god 
Baal worked very hard to show they loved Baal, but Baal was 
silent. The one true God is not like false gods. Instead, God 
showed His love for us by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the 
Savior of the world.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that only 
God had the power 
to send fire because 
only He is God the 
Creator. (Gen. 1:1) 

Jesus is God the Son, 
and all things were 
made through Him. 

(John 1:3). Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.

9God the Revealer
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Elijah Confronted Evil Ahab
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 18
MAIN POINT: God defeated the prophets of Baal.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Challenge preschoolers to circle the differences in the 
second picture. (Answers: prophet of Baal missing in 
foreground, Elijah, fire, prophet of Baal missing in 
background, two jars)
SAY • Good job finding the differences! In today’s Bible 

story, God’s prophet Elijah set up a contest to show 
who is the one true God. The prophets of Baal called 
out to their god, and Elijah called out to the one true 
God. Can you guess what happened by looking at 
the picture?

• “Only One True God” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Find the Differences” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

10 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 13 • Session 1
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Hop in “puddles”
Tape pieces of blue construction paper to the floor, close 
enough together for preschoolers to hop from paper to 
paper. Guide preschoolers to take turns hopping in the 
“puddles.”
SAY • The people in today’s Bible study could not jump in 

puddles because there had been no rain in the land 
for three years! God stopped the rain because King 
Ahab was leading God’s people to worship a false god 
named Baal. Let’s discover what happened. 

Work a number puzzle 
Create a number puzzle by writing the numbers 1-10 
in order and evenly spaced on a sheet of construction 
paper. Then cut around the numbers to create 10 puzzle 
pieces. Make a few more puzzles using different colors 
of construction paper. Use the numbers 1-6 for younger 
preschoolers. Invite boys and girls to work the puzzles.
SAY • How many pieces did your puzzle have? In our Bible 

story today, we are going to find out how many gods 
there are. Do you think you know the answer? [Pause 
for responses.] That’s right! There is one true God. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to hold up one finger to make a number 
one as they move to Bible study.

• blue construction paper
• tape

LOW PREP

• construction paper
• marker
• scissors

LOW PREP

• countdown video 
(optional)

11God the Revealer
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Introduce the Bible story
Bring in two sticks of wood: one soaked in water and the 
other one dry. Invite preschoolers to examine the sticks.
SAY • You use dry sticks to make a fire, not wet sticks. Wet 

things do not burn. In today’s Bible story, wet things 
did burn! God showed His power in a mighty way. 
Let’s find out how. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 1 Kings in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible has God’s true words about Himself. Every 

story in the Bible happened in real life. Today’s Bible 
story is from 1 Kings.

Show the Bible story video “Elijah Confronted Evil Ahab” 
or tell the Bible story in your own words using the script 
provided. Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God wanted His people to know that Baal had no 

power. Only God—the Creator of all things—is 
all-powerful, and He controls everything He made. 
God defeated the prophets of Baal. God proved 

• wooden sticks, 2

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Elijah Confronted Evil 

Ahab” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Elijah Confronted Evil Ahab
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 18
MAIN POINT: God defeated the prophets of Baal.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

12 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 13 • Session 1
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that He is the one true God.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What false god did King Ahab worship? (Baal) 
2. What did God do because King Ahab led Israel to 

worship Baal? (sent a drought) 
3. Who set up a contest to show who the one true God 

is? (Elijah) 
4. Why did Baal not send fire to the altar? (because Baal 

is not real) 
5. Why did Elijah want water poured on his altar? (so 

the people could see God do what is impossible) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question is, How many gods are 

there? There is one true God. The people who 
worshiped the false god Baal worked very hard to 
show they loved Baal, but Baal was silent. The one 
true God is not like false gods. Instead, God showed 
His love for us by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the 
Savior of the world.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Hebrews 1:1-2. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“Speaking to Us.”
SAY • Elijah was a prophet. God talked to His people 

through Elijah. Our key passage tells us that now 
God talks to His people in an even better way—
through His Son, Jesus. 

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Speaking to Us” song

13God the Revealer
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Elijah Confronted Evil Ahab
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 18
MAIN POINT: God defeated the prophets of Baal.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Throw a dance party
Play the unit theme song “Only One True God” while 
preschoolers dance to the music. When you stop the music, 
preschoolers must freeze in place until the music begins 
again.
SAY • We danced just for fun! We don’t have to dance 

around and cry out to get God’s attention like the 
prophets of Baal did. God defeated the prophets 
of Baal. The one true God is not like false gods. He 
does not say we have to work really hard to get His 
attention. Instead, God showed His love for us by 
sending His Son, Jesus, to be the Savior of the world.

Make a “Fire on the Altar” craft 
Print a copy of “Fire on the Altar” for each child. Before 
the session, carefully cut a slit along the dotted line of each 
child’s paper. Invite children to color the altar and the fire.
Lead children to cut out the fire and tape it to a craft stick, 
aligning the bottom of the fire with the bottom of the craft 
stick. Assist as needed. Show children how to use the craft 
stick to slip the fire through the slit in the paper making fire 
appear on the altar. Review the story as children play.

• “Only One True God” 
song

LOW PREP

• “Fire on the Altar” 
printable, 1 per child

• markers or crayons 
• blunt-tipped scissors
• craft sticks
• tape

14 Preschool Leader Guide
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SAY • God defeated the prophets of Baal. The people who 
worshiped the false god Baal worked very hard to 
show they loved Baal, but Baal was silent. The one 
true God is not like false gods. Instead, God showed 
His love for us by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the 
Savior of the world.

Perform a water absorption experiment 
Fill a small bowl with water. Gather items that absorb or 
repel water, such as cotton balls, sponges, paper towels, 
napkins, foam trays, foil, plastic wrap, and plastic bags. Be 
sure to include a small piece of wood as well.

Show preschoolers how to suction water from the bowl 
into an eyedropper. For each item, ask preschoolers to 
predict whether the item will soak up the water or not. 
Then use the eyedropper to wet the item and observe what 
happens.
SAY • What happened when we put water on the wood? 

The wood soaked up the water. Elijah poured water 
on the wood on his altar. Normally you pour water 
to put out a fire, not start one! Wet wood does not 
burn, but God has power over everything. God made 
not only the wood burn up but the stones and the 
dust too. God defeated the prophets of Baal. 

Pray for nations
Before the session, cut different colors of ribbon into 6-inch 
lengths. Write the name of different countries on each 
ribbon. Be sure to include countries your church partners 
with for missions and/or regularly prays for. Place the 
ribbons in a basket. 

Invite a preschooler to draw a ribbon from a basket. 

• small bowl
• eyedroppers
• items that absorb water 

(including a small 
piece of wood) 

• items that repel water

• ribbon 
• scissors
• marker
• map or globe
• basket

15God the Revealer
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Read the name of the country on his ribbon and show its 
location to the group on a map or globe. Tie the ribbon 
around his wrist. Lead that preschooler in praying for that 
nation by saying “God, please show the people in [name of 
country] that You are the one true God. Amen.” Repeat with 
each preschooler. 
SAY • You can wear your ribbon all week to remind you 

to pray for that nation. In today’s Bible story, God 
defeated the prophets of Baal so everyone would 
know He is the one true God. The one true God is 
better than any false god. God showed His love for 
people by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the Savior of 
the world. Pray that the people in the nation on your 
ribbon would know the truth about Jesus.

Run an altar building relay
Place 12 blocks in each bucket. Line up two teams single 
file behind each bucket. Explain that when you say “go,” the 
first child in line should take a block from the bucket, walk 
it across the room, set down the block, and walk back to the 
end of the line. The next child in line should do the same, 
stacking his block on the first one to build an altar. The 
first team to complete their altar using all 12 blocks is the 
winner. Play again as time allows. 
SAY • The worshipers of Baal made an altar for their false 

god. Elijah built an altar for the one true God. 
God sent fire from the sky to burn up His altar and 
everything around it. God defeated the prophets 
of Baal. Only God—the Creator of all things—is 
all-powerful and in control of all things.

• blocks, 24
• buckets, 2

16 Preschool Leader Guide
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve sliced apples and caramel for snack. Point out 
that caramel sounds like Carmel. Remind preschoolers that 
Elijah told Ahab, the Israelites, and all of the people who 
worshiped Baal to meet him at Mount Carmel. When God 
defeated the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel, God 
showed everyone that He is the one true God.

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
picture of an altar covered with fire. Remind preschoolers 
that there is one true God. God has power over everything, 
and He alone deserves worship. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to do all the work 

for us to be rescued from sin. Thank You for the love 
You showed us when You sent Your Son, Jesus, to be 
the Savior of the world. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool

17God the Revealer
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UNIT 13
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The prophet Elijah had just witnessed God’s great display 
of power over the false god Baal. God had sent fire from 
heaven and then ended a long drought with a great rain. 
Elijah must have felt a sense of victory; the evil King Ahab 
could not deny the one true God. But trouble awaited 
Elijah in the form of Ahab’s wife, Jezebel.

When Jezebel heard what happened at Mount Carmel, she 
threatened to kill Elijah. Elijah ran away and hid in the 
wilderness. What a change Elijah experienced! He went 
from a man faithfully and confidently praying for God’s 
glory to be displayed at Mount Carmel to a man begging 
the Lord to take away his life. (See 1 Kings 19:4.)

Unit 13 • Session 2

Use Week of:

Elijah Ran from Jezebel

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 19
MAIN POINT: God encouraged Elijah.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 22

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 24

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 26
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

God was merciful to Elijah. An angel of the Lord brought 
Elijah food and drink while he rested. Then Elijah traveled 
to Horeb for a personal encounter with God. Horeb—
another name for Mount Sinai—was a familiar place in the 
history of Israel. It was the place where God gave the Ten 
Commandments to the Israelites and where Moses met with 
God.

After the events in 1 Kings 18, Elijah might have expected 
a grand display of God’s presence, but what he experienced 
was just the opposite. The Lord was not in the wind. The 
Lord was not in the earthquake. The Lord was not in 
the fire. God revealed Himself to Elijah in a voice, a soft 
whisper.

Elijah’s circumstances were difficult, but God didn’t leave 
him. God gave him Elisha, a friend and successor. God 
assured Elijah that he was not alone; there were 7,000 
people in Israel who had not turned to worship Baal.

God’s prophets suffered, but their lives and messages 
pointed forward to the ultimate prophet, priest, and 
king—Jesus Christ—who suffered for the sins of the world. 
Jesus was hated and killed, but His death and resurrection 
brought victory for God’s people.

19God the Revealer
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Elijah Ran from Jezebel
1 Kings 19

King Ahab’s wife, Jezebel, was not happy with Elijah. 
Jezebel did not want the people to worship the one true 
God. Jezebel killed the men who were prophets for God. 
Jezebel told Elijah to watch out! She was going to kill 
him too.

Elijah ran into the wilderness where Jezebel couldn’t 
find him. Elijah prayed to God, “Everything is going 
wrong! Lord, take my life. I’m ready to die.” Then Elijah 
lay down under a tree and fell asleep.

God sent an angel to help Elijah. “Get up and eat,” 
the angel said. A loaf of hot baked bread and a jar of 
water was nearby, and Elijah ate and drank. Then he lay 
down.

The angel came again. “Get up and eat,” the angel said. 
Elijah ate and drank. The food gave him strength to travel 
a very long way to Horeb (HOH reb), the mountain of 
God.

When Elijah got to the mountain, he spent the night in 
a cave. God said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

“God, I tried very hard to do what You said,” Elijah said. 
“But your people have not done what You said! They are 
trying to kill me!”

“Go out and stand on the mountain,” God said. 
Then God passed by. A strong wind rushed by the 
mountain. Was God in the wind? No. Then there was an 
earthquake! Was God in the earthquake? No. After the 
earthquake, there was a fire! Was God in the fire? No. 
Finally, there was a voice—a soft whisper. Elijah covered 
his face and stood at the opening of the cave.

The BIBLE STORY
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“What are you doing here, Elijah?” a voice asked.
“God, I tried very hard to do what You said,” Elijah 

said again. “But your people have not done what You 
said! They are trying to kill me!”

Then God told Elijah to make certain men leaders: 
Hazael (HAZ ay el) would be a king, Jehu (JEE hyoo) 
would be a king, and Elisha would be a prophet like 
Elijah.

Elijah did what God said. He found Elisha working in 
a field. Elisha left his work to follow Elijah and serve him.

Christ Connection: Some people did not like Elijah, and 
they wanted to hurt him because he worshiped God. Elijah’s life 
reminds us of Jesus, the greatest Prophet. Jesus was hated and 
killed because He is God the Son.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that God 
encouraged Elijah 
on the mountain. 
(1 Kings 19:12) 

Jesus often spent 
time alone in prayer 

to be encouraged 
by His Father. 

(Luke 6:12) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Elijah Ran from Jezebel
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 19
MAIN POINT: God encouraged Elijah.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to look at the picture and circle the 
things that do not belong. (Answers: television, truck, lamp, 
airplane, mobile phone, basketball. If preschoolers circle the 
jar or bread, do not correct them.) 
SAY • What did you see that did not belong? Hot baked 

bread and a jar of water are not normally just sitting 
out in the wilderness, but in today’s Bible story, they 
really were! God’s prophet Elijah fell asleep under a 
tree, and when he woke up, there was a loaf of hot 
baked bread and a jar of water nearby for him. An 
angel told Elijah to get up and eat. We will hear more 
in today’s Bible story.

• “Only One True God” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “What Does Not 
Belong?” activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons
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Run in place
Tell preschoolers that when you say “go,” they should all run 
in place. Explain that the preschooler who runs in place the 
longest is the winner. For younger preschoolers, set a timer 
and challenge them to run in place for a certain amount of 
time.
SAY • You ran in place for a long time! Elijah ran in our 

Bible story today, but not for fun. He was afraid! 
Queen Jezebel heard about the contest between 
Elijah and the prophets of the false god Baal. Jezebel 
was angry that God defeated the prophets of Baal. 
She wanted to hurt Elijah, so Elijah ran away. Let’s 
find out what happened.

Sing “If You’re Happy and You Know It”
Sing the song “If You’re Happy and You Know It,” leading 
preschoolers through the motions. If you are unfamiliar 
with the tune, lyrics, or motions, look up the song online 
before the session.
SAY • Remember our Bible story from last time? God used 

Elijah to do something amazing! God sent fire from 
the sky to burn up the altar Elijah had built. Elijah 
was probably really happy that God defeated the 
prophets of Baal, but in today’s Bible story, Elijah 
was far from happy. Let’s find out why. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to make their best sad face as they move 
to Bible study.

• timer

LOW PREP

LOW PREP

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Show the Bible story picture from “Elijah Confronted Evil 
Ahab” and briefly review the story. Invite preschoolers to 
share any details they remember. 
SAY • In our last Bible story, we learned that God is 

all-powerful. In today’s Bible story, we will learn that 
God is also kind and gentle.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 1 Kings in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • We find out what God is like from the Bible because 

the Bible is God’s words. All God’s words are true. 
Today’s Bible story is found in 1 Kings.

Show the Bible story video “Elijah Ran from Jezebel,” or tell 
the Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Elijah’s fear of Jezebel seems silly after God showed 

Elijah His power by defeating the prophets of Baal. 
But God did not think Elijah was silly for being 

• “Elijah Confronted Evil 
Ahab” Bible Story 
Picture

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Elijah Ran from 

Jezebel” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Elijah Ran from Jezebel
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 19
MAIN POINT: God encouraged Elijah.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.
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afraid. God encouraged Elijah. God knew Elijah 
needed to rest, to eat, and to know God was still 
working His good plan.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Who was King Ahab’s wife? (Jezebel) 
2. What did Jezebel want to do to Elijah? (kill him) 
3. What did Elijah do because he was afraid of Jezebel? 

(ran into the wilderness to hide) 
4. Whom did God send to help Elijah? (an angel) 
5. Was God in the wind, earthquake, or fire? (No, God 

was in the soft whisper.) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Do you remember the answer to our big picture 

question? How many gods are there? There is one 
true God. Jezebel did not want people to worship 
the one true God. In fact, she wanted to hurt Elijah 
because he worshiped God. Elijah’s life reminds us of 
Jesus, the greatest Prophet. Jesus was hated and killed 
because He is God the Son.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Hebrews 1:1-2. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Then sing together the key passage 
song, “Speaking to Us.”
SAY • Elijah was a prophet who gave God’s messages to His 

people. Now, we do not need a prophet to hear from 
God. God told us all we need to know through His 
Son, Jesus, in the Bible.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Speaking to Us” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Elijah Ran from Jezebel
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 19 
MAIN POINT: God encouraged Elijah.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Play telephone
Invite children to sit in a circle. Whisper a phrase to one 
preschooler. Invite him to whisper the phrase to the next 
preschooler and so forth. The last preschooler to hear the 
phrase says it out loud. Play again whispering a phrase to a 
different preschooler. Use phrases such as the main point, 
the big picture answer, or phrases from the key passage.
SAY • You used a whisper to tell the message. God used a 

whisper to show Himself to Elijah. Elijah needed 
to be reminded that God was with him. God 
encouraged Elijah. The one true God is a gentle 
and kind God. God gives His people what they need 
when they need it. God gave Jesus at just the right 
time to save people from sin. 

Play out wind, earthquake, fire, whisper
Demonstrate the following actions for each word. 

• earthquake: shake entire body
• fire: hands above head and wiggle fingers
• wind: move arms from side-to-side in front of body
• whisper: whisper the main point, God encouraged 
Elijah.

LOW PREP

LOW PREP
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Call out the words, leading preschoolers to perform the 
action. As preschoolers gain familiarity with the actions, call 
out the words in rapid succession to make the game more 
challenging.
SAY • God spoke through the whisper—not the wind, 

earthquake, or fire. God encouraged Elijah. Queen 
Jezebel did not like Elijah, and she wanted to hurt 
him because he worshiped God. Elijah’s life reminds 
us of Jesus, the greatest Prophet. Jesus was hated and 
killed because He is God the Son.

Build a mountain with blocks
Set out blocks and invite preschoolers to build a mountain. 
Encourage them to create a cave in the mountain like the 
one Elijah spent the night in. 
SAY • Elijah was upset and afraid. Queen Jezebel wanted 

to kill him because he followed God. Elijah traveled 
to Horeb, the mountain of God. There God 
encouraged Elijah. God told him what to do next. 
Elijah’s life reminds us of Jesus, the greatest Prophet. 
God sent Jesus to earth to rescue God’s people. Jesus 
was hated and killed because He is God the Son. 

Paint on bread
Pour milk into cups and mix a different color of food color 
in each. Provide a new paintbrush and a slice of bread on a 
foam plate for each preschooler. Invite preschoolers to dip 
paintbrushes in the colored milk and paint the colors on 
their slices of bread. 

When preschoolers finish painting, toast their bread in 
a toaster oven. Point out the colors on the toasted bread. 
Invite preschoolers to eat their toast. Provide butter and a 

• blocks

LOW PREP

• Allergy Alert download
• new, jumbo 

paintbrushes
• cups
• foam plates
• bread slices
• milk
• food color
• spoon
• toaster oven
• butter
• plastic knife
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plastic knife for preschoolers to butter their toast if desired. 
SAY • God encouraged Elijah. God gave Elijah a loaf 

of hot baked bread and a jar of water when he was 
hiding from Jezebel in the wilderness. Jezebel wanted 
to hurt Elijah because he worshiped God. Elijah’s 
life reminds us of Jesus. Jesus was hated and killed 
because He is God the Son.

Assemble activity bags 
Invite preschoolers to assemble activity bags to deliver to a 
local children’s hospital or women and children’s shelter. 

Gather items such as stickers, sticker pages, safety 
scissors, tape, activity books, coloring sheets, word search 
puzzles, crayons, markers, colored pencils, glue sticks, craft 
sticks, watercolor paints, and bead kits with instructions. 
Form an assembly line where each preschooler places a 
certain item in each ziplock bag. Consider adding a drawing 
or card from your preschoolers in each bag. 
SAY • God encouraged Elijah when he was afraid. God 

encourages us when we go through hard times too. 
Because God encourages us, we can encourage 
others. The children who will receive these bags are 
going through hard times. They might be afraid 
like Elijah. Let’s pray for those children and pray 
that God would use these activity bags to encourage 
them. 

• ziplock bags
• items for bags
• cards (optional) 
• paper (optional) 
• markers (optional) 

Option: Contact 
preschool families 
before the session 
and encourage 
them to bring items 
for the activity bags.
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve the bread preschoolers painted earlier and water 
for snack. Remind preschoolers that God gave Elijah bread 
and water to eat. The food gave Elijah strength to travel a 
long way to Horeb, the mountain of God. God encouraged 
Elijah. God knows just what we need, and He provides it 
just when we need it. God knew we needed a Savior and He 
sent His very own Son, Jesus.

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of themselves with Jesus beside them. Remind 
preschoolers that God encouraged Elijah. Elijah thought 
everything was going wrong, but God was with Elijah. 
When we feel like everything is going wrong around us, we 
can remember that Jesus is with us. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, Jesus was hated and killed because He is God 

the Son. Thank You that because of Jesus, we don’t 
have to be afraid of anything. Thank You that when 
we are afraid, You encourage us. Amen. 

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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UNIT 13
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Everyone gets sick at some point in his or her lifetime … 
often many times! Illness is probably no stranger to the kids 
you teach. In today’s Bible story, Naaman—a commander 
for the Syrian army—was really sick. He had leprosy, a skin 
disease that was likely disfiguring and isolating. Without 
a cure, Naaman would face great suffering. But help came 
from an unlikely source: a young slave girl.

The people of Israel and Syria were often at odds with 
one another. The Syrians sometimes attacked the cities in 
Israel and plundered them. They took what they wanted, 
including people to work as slaves.

Unit 13 • Session 3

Use Week of:

Elisha and Naaman

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Kings 5
MAIN POINT: God healed Naaman.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 34

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 36

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 38
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

The young slave girl who served Naaman’s wife had been 
taken from her home in Israel.

As an Israelite, the girl knew about the one true God. She 
was familiar with God’s prophets, including Elisha, who had 
performed miracles to help and heal people. The girl told 
her mistress that Elisha the prophet could heal Naaman. So 
the king of Syria sent a letter to the king of Israel, asking 
him to cure Naaman of his leprosy. But the king of Israel 
had no power to heal Naaman. The power to heal comes 
only from God.

Elisha called for Naaman. But what happened next was not 
at all what Naaman expected. Naaman expected Elisha to 
call upon the name of God, wave his hand over Naaman, 
and miraculously heal him. Instead, Elisha instructed 
Naaman to go wash in the river.

Naaman was upset! He could have washed in a river back 
home! But Naaman’s servants urged him to wash. He did, 
and God healed him.

Not all sick people will be healed on this side of heaven, 
but our physical maladies are symptoms of an even 
greater illness—sin. Jesus’ death and resurrection provided 
healing—forgiveness and eternal life—for those who trust 
in Him.
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Elisha and Naaman
2 Kings 5

Naaman (NAY muhn) was an important man. Naaman 
was the leader of the army from Syria. Sometimes Naaman 
and the army attacked the cities of Israel. God’s people lived 
in Israel. Naaman and the army took things that did not 
belong to them. They even took people to work for them as 
servants. Naaman was a strong leader, but he was sick. He 
had a problem with his skin.

A young girl from Israel had been taken by Naaman’s 
army, and she worked as a servant for Naaman’s wife. 
When the girl heard that Naaman was sick, she said, “I 
know a man in Israel who can make Naaman better.”

Naaman wanted to get better! He went to see the king 
of Israel. But the king of Israel could not help Naaman.

“I am not God,” the king said. “I cannot make sick 
people well. Only God can do that.”

Elisha the prophet heard about Naaman, and he 
invited Naaman to his house. Naaman went to Elisha’s 
house. He was ready to be healed! Naaman thought Elisha 
would come and wave his hand over Naaman’s skin to 
heal him, but that is not what happened.

Elisha sent someone to tell Naaman what to do. “Go 
wash seven times in the Jordan River.” Wash in the river? 
Naaman said, “I could have washed in the rivers near my 
home. Did I travel all this way for nothing?”

Naaman felt angry, but his servants asked him to 
do what Elisha said. So Naaman went to the river. He 
dipped himself into the river seven times. Then Naaman’s 
skin was all better!

The BIBLE STORY

32 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 13 • Session 3

005508635_FA16_Pre_LeaderGuide.indb   32 3/9/16   8:26 AM



Naaman went back to Elisha. He said, “I know your 
God is the one true God.”

Christ Connection: Naaman was sick. He had a problem 
with his skin. When Naaman washed in the river, his skin got 
better. We are all sick with a sin problem. No one can obey God 
all the time. When we trust in Jesus, He heals us. God forgives 
us and makes us well.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals to 
discover that Naaman 
was separated from 

others, but God 
healed Naaman. 

(2 Kings 5:10) Sin 
separates us from 
God. Only Jesus 

brings us to Him. 
(John 14:6) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Elisha and Naaman
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Kings 5
MAIN POINT: God healed Naaman.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to circle the people who look sick or 
injured. (Answers: football player, man holding stomach by 
lamp, man in overalls with dots on face, child slouched in 
chair holding stomach)
SAY • In today’s Bible story, an important man named 

Naaman was sick. He went to God’s prophet Elisha 
for help. Elisha’s instructions for Naaman seemed 
silly. Let’s find out what Elisha told Naaman to do.

• “Only One True God” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Who Is Sick?” activity 
page, 1 per child

• pencils or crayons
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Sing “I’m in the Lord’s Army” 
Lead preschoolers performing motions and singing “I’m in 
the Lord’s Army.” If you are unfamiliar with the lyrics or 
motions, look online before the session. 
SAY • Today’s Bible story is about a man named Naaman, 

who was a leader of an army. Naaman was not in the 
Lord’s army. Naaman was an enemy of God’s people, 
but God showed Naaman that there is one true 
God. Let’s discover how God did that. 

Play out visiting the doctor 
Set out toy doctor kits. Invite preschoolers to play out being 
sick and going to the doctor or taking a sick baby to the 
doctor. 
SAY • When we are sick, we go to the doctor for help. In 

our Bible story today, an important man named 
Naaman was sick. No doctor could help him. 
Naaman went to Israel to get help that only God 
could provide. Let’s find out what happened. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to play out being sick as they walk to 
Bible study.

LOW PREP

• toy doctor kits
• baby dolls

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Tell preschoolers about a time you or someone in your 
family was sick and how you or that person got better.
SAY • What do you do when you are sick? [Allow responses.] 

In today’s Bible story, a man named Naaman was 
very sick. He had a problem with his skin. Let’s find 
out what he did to get better.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 2 Kings in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Every story in the Bible happened in real life. The 

Bible has God’s true words in it. Today’s Bible story is 
from the Book of 2 Kings.

Show the Bible story video “Elisha and Naaman,” or tell the 
Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Elisha gave Naaman what must have sounded like 

silly instructions, but when Naaman did what Elisha 
said, God healed Naaman. We are all sick with a sin 

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Elisha and Naaman” 

video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Elisha and Naaman
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Kings 5
MAIN POINT: God healed Naaman.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.
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problem that leads to death. No one can obey God 
all the time. When we trust in Jesus, He heals us. 
God forgives us and makes us well.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What kind of problem did Naaman have? (a problem 
with his skin) 

2. Why did the king of Israel say he could not make 
Naaman well? (Only God can make sick people well.) 

3. Did Naaman want to do what Elisha said? (No, he 
was angry.) 

4. What happened when Naaman obeyed Elisha’s 
instructions? (God healed Naaman.) 

5. What did Naaman learn about God? (He is the one 
true God.)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question is How many gods are 

there? There is one true God. After God healed 
Naaman, Naaman said, “I know your God is the one 
true God.” Only the one true God can make sick 
people well.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Hebrews 1:1-2. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“Speaking to Us.”
SAY • Elisha was a prophet. Elisha told Naaman how to be 

healed. We are sick with a sin problem that leads to 
death. God tells us how to be healed through Jesus.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Speaking to Us” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Elisha and Naaman
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Kings 5
MAIN POINT: God healed Naaman.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Make  get-well-soon cards 
Identify people in your church who are dealing with illness 
or are homebound. Lead preschoolers in making get-well-
soon cards for the church members you identified. As they 
work, tell preschoolers about the people who will receive the 
cards.  
SAY • When sin entered the world, God’s perfect world 

changed. People’s bodies started to get sick. Naaman 
had a skin disease, and God healed Naaman. Sin 
affects more than just our bodies, though. Sin keeps 
us from obeying God all the time. When we trust in 
Jesus, He heals our sin problem. God forgives us and 
makes us better.

Dip plastic people in water 
Fill a plastic tub with a couple inches of water. Place towels 
under the tub and on the floor for preschoolers to stand on. 
Put several plastic people figures in the water and encourage 
preschoolers play out the Bible story by dipping the people 
in the water seven times. 
SAY • Elisha told Naaman to wash in the Jordan River 

seven times and he would be healed. Elisha’s 

• construction paper
• markers

Option: Consider 
taking a class field 
trip to deliver the 
cards.

LOW PREP

• plastic tub
• plastic people figures 
• towels 
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instructions seemed almost too easy. Naaman 
obeyed, and God healed Naaman. We are all sick 
with a sin problem that leads to death. God tells us 
in the Bible that to be forgiven we only need to trust 
in Jesus. It almost seems too easy, but when we trust 
in Jesus, God forgives our sin and makes us well. 

Examine skin and fingerprints
Invite a preschooler to examine his skin through a 
magnifying glass. Point out distinctive features. Show the 
preschooler how to press his finger onto an ink pad and 
then onto paper to create a fingerprint. 

Guide preschoolers to compare their fingerprints with 
the fingerprints of their friends. Point out how everyone has 
different fingerprints. 
SAY • Skin is an important part of our bodies. Naaman had 

a problem with his skin, but God healed Naaman. 
When Naaman washed in the river, his skin got 
better. We are all sick with a sin problem that leads 
to death. No one can obey God all the time. When 
we trust in Jesus, He heals us. God forgives us and 
makes us well.

Make a Naaman puppet
Provide a “Naaman” printable for each preschooler. Invite 
preschoolers to color one Naaman with a skin disease and 
one healed Naaman. 

Assist preschoolers in cutting out their paper Naamans 
and gluing them back to back with a craft stick in between. 
Cut a hole in the bottom of a blue plastic cup. Demonstrate 
how to push the craft stick through the hole and use it as a 
handle to move Naaman in and out of the “water.” 

• magnifying glasses
• paper
• washable ink pad
• wipes for cleanup

• “Naaman” printables, 
1 per child

• markers or crayons
• blunt-tipped scissors
• glue
• craft sticks
• blue plastic cups
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Lead preschoolers to play out Naaman dipping in the 
water seven times with their puppets, turning Naaman to 
the healed side after the seventh dip.
SAY • Naaman felt angry about Elisha’s instructions, but he 

obeyed. God healed Naaman. We are all sick with a 
sin problem. Jesus died on the cross and rose again to 
take the punishment for sin. The only way we can be 
forgiven and healed of our sin problem is to trust in 
Jesus. 

Mix colored water 
Fill four wells in an egg carton with water. Add different 
colored drops of food color to each well. 

Demonstrate how to use the eyedropper to collect water 
from a well and put it into an empty well. Lead preschoolers 
to mix colors and observe what new colors are made. 
SAY • You made pretty colors by mixing water. Do you 

think the water in the Jordan River was all that 
special? Is that why Elisha told Naaman to dip in 
the river? No, special water did not heal Naaman; 
God healed Naaman. Naaman obeyed Elisha’s 
instructions, and God healed him. God tells us in the 
Bible to turn from our sin and trust in Jesus. When 
we do, God heals us. He forgives our sin and gives us 
His Spirit to help us love and obey Him.

• food color
• eyedroppers 
• clean plastic or foam 

egg carton
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve a blue gelatin dessert prepared in clear plastic cups 
for snack. Lead preschoolers to dip their spoon into the blue 
gelatin seven times. Remind preschoolers that Elisha told 
Naaman to wash seven times in the Jordan River. Naaman 
was angry at Elisha’s simple instructions, but when he 
obeyed, God healed Naaman. Naaman learned that there 
is one true God. Naaman went back to Elisha and said, “I 
know your God is the one true God.”

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of themselves at a time when they were sick. 
Remind preschoolers that God healed them of their sickness 
and God will also heal them of their sin problem and 
forgive them when they trust in Jesus. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, we are sick with a sin problem. We cannot obey 

You all the time. Thank You that when we trust in 
Your Son, Jesus, You forgive us of our sin and make 
us well. Thank You for loving us so much. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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UNIT 13
Session 4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

King Uzziah’s death marked the end of an era. His reign 
had been long and prosperous. Uzziah became king when 
he was 16, and he reigned over Judah for 52 years. Uzziah 
had listened to the prophet Zechariah; he feared God, and 
God made him prosper. But Uzziah’s pride got the best of 
him. (See 2 Chron. 26:16.) God struck Uzziah with leprosy. 
Then Uzziah died.

Under Uzziah’s leadership, God’s people had turned away 
from the promises of God and trusted in the promises of the 
world around them. God had promised to bless the entire 
world through Abraham’s family, but God’s people were 

Unit 13 • Session 4

Use Week of:

God Called Isaiah

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 6
MAIN POINT: Isaiah saw the holy God.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 46

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 48

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 50
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

rebellious. Instead of blessing, they set themselves up to 
receive God’s judgment.

But God’s plans and promises were not thwarted. God 
sent the prophet Isaiah to preach a message of hope. Even 
though God was going to correct His people through 
judgment, His purpose was one of grace through which 
God would receive glory. God planned to send a Messiah 
who would bring salvation to the world.

Isaiah 6 opens with Isaiah worshiping in the temple. 
Then God gave Isaiah a vision. Isaiah saw God sitting on 
a throne. Yes, in the year that King Uzziah died, God was 
sitting on the throne. God was reigning over the universe. 
The magnitude of God’s holiness made Isaiah realize the 
magnitude of his own sin. His response? “Woe is me!”

God extended His grace to Isaiah. He took away Isaiah’s 
guilt. God passed over Isaiah’s sins because He was going to 
send Jesus to pay for them. In His death on the cross, Jesus 
paid for the sins—past, present, and future—of those who 
would trust in Him. When we trust in Jesus, God says to us 
the words Isaiah heard: “Your guilt is taken away. Your sin is 
atoned for.”
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God Called Isaiah
Isaiah 6

Isaiah was a prophet. God chose Isaiah to take 
God’s message to His people. One day, when Isaiah was 
worshiping God in the temple, God gave Isaiah a vision. 
A vision is like a dream, but Isaiah was awake. Isaiah 
saw God sitting on a throne. God was wearing a long 
robe. It was so long, it filled the temple! And creatures 
with wings were standing above God. They said, “Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord. The whole earth is filled with His 
glory.”

Isaiah knew he was with God. He said, “Oh no! I am 
a sinner. I cannot be with God, or I will die! But I have 
seen Him!”

Then one of the winged creatures flew to Isaiah. He 
touched Isaiah’s mouth with a burning coal from the 
altar and said, “Your guilt is gone, and your sin is wiped 
away.”

Then God said, “Whom should I send? Who will go 
for Us?”

Isaiah said, “Here I am! Send me.”
God said, “Go.”
God said that His people would listen to Isaiah, but 

they would not understand what he said. They would not 
turn from their sin and be rescued.

“How long should I talk to them?” Isaiah asked. 
“How long will they not listen?”

God said, “Keep telling them My message until their 
cities are destroyed. I am going to send the people far 
away.”

God said that some of the people would come home 

The BIBLE STORY
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one day. Those people would be some of the only people 
left in Abraham’s family. A long time ago, God promised to 
bless the world through Abraham’s family. God was going to 
keep His promise; God always keeps His promises.

Christ Connection: Isaiah knew he was sinful and shouldn’t 
be with God. God is holy. God forgave Isaiah’s sin. Like Isaiah, 
our sin keeps us away from God. But God sent His Son, Jesus, 
to take away our sin. Only He can save us.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals to 
discover that Isaiah 
responded gladly to 
God’s calling. (Isa. 
6:8) We have been 

forgiven from our sin; 
we joyfully tell others 

about salvation 
only through Jesus. 
(2 Cor. 5:20) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: God Called Isaiah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 6
MAIN POINT: Isaiah saw the holy God.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Lead preschoolers to trace the path with a pencil or crayon.
SAY • Good job tracing the path! In today’s Bible story, God 

told Isaiah to give His message to His people. God 
said the people wouldn’t listen to Isaiah. God was 
going to send the people away from their home, but 
one day He would bring them back again. 

Play musical “throne” 
Arrange chairs in a circle facing outward, one for each 
preschooler. Replace one regular chair with a chair of a 
different color or style than the others. Call the “special” 
chair the “throne.” Play music as preschoolers walk around 
the chairs. When the music stops, each child must sit in a 
chair. The child sitting in the “throne” asks the big picture 

• “Only One True God” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Trace the Path” activity 
page, 1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• 
• “Only One True God” 

song

Option: Tape a 
crown shape to 
a regular chair to 
make it “special.” 

LOW PREP
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question, How many gods are there? The group responds 
with the answer, There is one true God.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, God gave the prophet Isaiah a 

vision. Isaiah saw someone sitting on a throne. Let’s 
find out whom Isaiah saw. 

Make a kaleidoscope
Provide each preschooler with a paper towel tube. Invite 
preschoolers to decorate their tube with markers and 
stickers. Form a tube with foil making sure the shiny side 
faces inward and place it inside the paper towel tube. Allow 
the foil to expand to line the inside of the tube. Secure black 
construction paper to one end of the tube with a rubber 
band. Punch a viewing hole in the construction paper with 
a pencil. 

Cut two 4-inch squares of clear cellophane for each 
child. Invite preschoolers to place colored sequins and 
translucent beads between the two cellophane squares. 
Center the cellophane squares over the other end of the 
tube and secure the squares to the tube with a rubber band. 
Invite preschoolers to look inside their kaleidoscope.
SAY • What do you see inside your kaleidoscope? In our 

Bible story today, Isaiah saw something amazing—
way more amazing than what’s inside a kaleidoscope! 
Listen to the Bible story to find out what Isaiah saw. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to play out wearing binoculars as they 
move to Bible study. 

• paper towel tubes, 
1 per child

• markers 
• stickers
• foil  or shiny wrapping 

paper
• black construction 

paper
• pencil
• clear cellophane
• scissors
• translucent beads
• rubber bands
• sequins 

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Ask preschoolers if they have ever seen certain things, such 
as a sunrise, a bear, a mountain, a dolphin, or lightning.
SAY • Have you ever seen God? We can see God’s 

handiwork all around us, but none of us have seen 
God face to face. In today’s Bible story, Isaiah saw 
God in a vision. Let’s hear how Isaiah responded.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Isaiah 6 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible tells us what God is like and what He has 

done. We can believe the Bible because it is God’s true 
words to us. Today’s Bible story comes from Isaiah.

Show the Bible story video “God Called Isaiah,” or tell the 
Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Isaiah saw the holy God. Isaiah knew he was sinful 

and shouldn’t be with God. God forgave Isaiah’s sin. 
Like Isaiah, our sin keeps us away from God. But 

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “God Called Isaiah” 

video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: God Called Isaiah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 6
MAIN POINT: Isaiah saw the holy God.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.
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God sent His Son, Jesus, to take away our sin. Only 
He can save us.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Why did Isaiah say, “Oh no!” when he realized he 
was seeing God? (because he was a sinner)  

2. With what did a winged creature touch Isaiah’s 
mouth? (a burning coal from the altar) 

3. How did Isaiah answer when God asked, “Who will 
go for Us?” (“Here I am! Send me.”) 

4. What did God say some of the people would do one 
day? (come home)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Remember the answer to our big picture question? 

How many gods are there? There is one true God. 
The one true God is holy. He is set apart. There is no 
one like Him.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Hebrews 1:1-2. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“Speaking to Us.”
SAY • God gave His message to His people through the 

prophet Isaiah. The message was sad, but God said 
He would bring His people home one day. God sent 
someone better than a prophet to give us His greatest 
message. God sent His Son, Jesus, to take away our 
sin so we can live forever with our holy God. 

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Speaking to Us” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: God Called Isaiah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 6
MAIN POINT: Isaiah saw the holy God.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Scatter and send 
Lead preschoolers to spread out. One at a time, call a 
preschooler’s name and invite her to respond, “Here I am!” 
Then she must find a friend and say, “God loves you!” 

Play until every child’s name has been called and every 
child has been told that God loves him or her. 
SAY • When I called you, you gave a message to a friend. 

When Isaiah saw the holy God, God called Isaiah 
to be a prophet. Isaiah gave God’s message to His 
people. God was going to send His people away, but 
one day God would bring His people home. God 
would keep His promise to bless the world through 
Abraham’s family. We get God’s blessing through His 
Son, Jesus.

Learn about the word holy
Provide several different bins, each one filled with one type 
of similar items. You may choose to use blocks, feathers, 
craft sticks, chenille stems, pom-poms, or other items you 
have readily available. In each bin, bury one additional item 
that is a completely different kind from the other items in 
its bin. You may choose to use a piece of jewelry, an elegant 

LOW PREP

• bins
• various items that are 

similar
• various items that are 

different
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scarf, or a shiny coin. 
Invite preschoolers to dig through each bin, looking 

for the special item. Allow them to take turns burying and 
uncovering the special items in each bin.
SAY • Isaiah saw the holy God. The special item in each 

bin reminds us of God. God is holy. Holy means 
“set apart.” God is different from everything else on 
earth or in all creation. He is one and only. God is 
better and bigger than anything we can see or even 
understand. This holy God sent His very own Son, 
Jesus, to save us. 

Draw with charcoal
Cover a table with a plastic tablecloth. Roll up sleeves and 
cover each child’s clothing with a smock. Provide a sheet of 
construction paper and a charcoal pencil or stick for each 
preschooler. Invite preschoolers to draw freely with the 
charcoal. Show them how to use their finger or a cotton 
swab to smudge the charcoal.
SAY • Isaiah saw the holy God. Isaiah knew he was sinful 

and shouldn’t be with God. A winged creature 
touched Isaiah’s mouth with a burning coal from 
the altar. God forgave Isaiah’s sin. Like Isaiah, our 
sin keeps us away from God. But God sent His Son, 
Jesus, to take away our sin. Only He can save us.

Play with tongs
Set out black pom-poms. Provide a preschooler with a set of 
small plastic tongs. Invite her to use the tongs to place the 
pom-poms in the muffin pan. Challenge her to count the 
pom-poms as she moves them. 
SAY • When Isaiah saw the holy God, he knew he 

• plastic tablecloth
• smocks
• charcoal  pencils or 

compressed charcoal 
sticks 

• construction paper
• wipes for cleanup
• cotton swab (optional) 

• small plastic tongs
• black pom-poms
• muffin pan
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shouldn’t be with God because of his sin. The Bible 
tells us that a winged creature used tongs to take a 
burning coal from the altar to touch Isaiah’s lips. God 
forgave Isaiah’s sin. We are sinners, too. We should 
not be with God either. But God sent His Son, Jesus, 
to take away our sin. Only He can save us.

Look at songs about God’s holiness
Gather sheet music, songbooks, and hymnals for 
preschoolers to look through. Write holy on a sheet of paper. 
Challenge preschoolers to find holy in some of the song 
lyrics. Consider teaching preschoolers the third verse of the 
hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy.” 
SAY • Many of the songs we sing at church use the word 

holy. That is because God’s holiness makes Him 
different from anyone or anything else. When Isaiah 
saw the holy God, he realized how ugly his sin was. 
He was afraid. God forgave Isaiah’s sin. Our holy 
God forgives our sin, too, when we turn from our sin 
and trust in Jesus.

 

• hymnals 
• sheet music 
• songbooks
• paper
• marker

Tip: Contact your 
worship pastor for 
materials.
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Call each preschooler by name as you serve snack. 
Invite preschoolers to respond with “Here I am!” Remind 
preschoolers that after God forgave Isaiah’s sin, God asked 
whom He should send. Isaiah said, “Here I am! Send me.” 
When we understand how much God has forgiven us, we 
want to tell everyone about Him! 

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of the most beautiful thing they can imagine. 
Remind preschoolers that Isaiah saw the holy God. 
Nothing we will ever see or could ever imagine compares to 
the beauty of our holy God. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, You are a holy God. We are sinners and deserve 

to be punished, but You forgive our sin when we put 
our trust in Your Son, Jesus. Let our love for You and 
what You have done for us make us want to tell other 
people about how good You are. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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UNIT 13
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Book of Isaiah contains four Servant songs—poems 
about the servant of God. (See Isa. 42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 
52:12–53:13.)

In these poems, the prophet Isaiah describes God’s plan of 
redemption. We see a vision of the promised Messiah, the 
innocent substitute who would suffer for the sake of sinners. 
Through Jesus, God brings sinners back to Himself.

The fourth and final Servant song is found in Isaiah 53. In 
this passage, Isaiah provides an answer to these questions: 
How can a just God justify the ungodly? How can He 

Unit 13 • Session 5

Use Week of:

Isaiah Preached About the Messiah

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 53
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would suffer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 58

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 60

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 62
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

declare innocent those who are guilty? How can He treat 
bad people as though they are good? How can He love 
people like us?

A just God can’t just look the other way. He doesn’t say, 
“Don’t worry about it,” or “No big deal.” That’s cheap 
grace. Sin against a big God is a big deal. God didn’t just 
forgive our sins, He dealt with them. And this grace was 
costly. The price? God’s own Son.

Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecies of a Suffering Servant. 
People assumed God had cursed the Suffering Servant 
for His own sins. But no; Jesus was sinless. So why did 
He suffer? Isaiah wrote that He was pierced because of 
our transgressions and crushed because of our iniquities. 
His punishment is what brought our peace. The Suffering 
Servant died the death we deserve. When we trust in Jesus, 
our sins are wiped away—paid for by His blood—and His 
righteousness is credited to us.

When Christ’s work on the cross was finished, God 
rewarded Him. “For this reason God highly exalted Him 
and gave Him the name that is above every name, so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee will bow—of those who 
are in heaven and on earth and under the earth—and every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11).
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Isaiah Preached About the Messiah
Isaiah 53

Isaiah was a prophet. He gave the people of God 
special messages from God about what was going to 
happen in the future. Isaiah said that God had a plan to 
send someone—the Messiah—to rescue people from sin. 
The Messiah would be a servant of God.

Isaiah said, “God’s servant grew up, and He looked 
very ordinary. No one paid attention to Him, and they 
did not want to be His friend. They stayed away from 
Him. God’s servant hurt.”

Isaiah said that people saw God’s servant, but they 
looked the other way. They did not care about Him or love 
Him. But God’s servant still did what God wanted Him to 
do. He came to help people and save them from sin.

The servant was punished. People thought that He 
was punished because He had done something wrong, 
but He did not do anything wrong! We were supposed to 
be punished, but instead of punishing us, God punished 
Him!

Then Isaiah said that the Messiah was hurt and 
treated badly. “But He did not say anything,” Isaiah 
explained. “People were unfair to Him, and they took 
Him away. He was treated like a criminal, but He is not a 
criminal.”

But even though bad people did this to God’s servant, 
God planned this. When the servant died, He took away 
people’s guilt so God could look at them and say, “Not 
guilty!” God even said, “You’re good!” 

God’s servant did not stay dead. God brought Him 
back to life! God’s good servant will see all the people He 

The BIBLE STORY
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saved, and He will be happy.
“Then God will give Him a reward,” Isaiah said. “God 

will give Him honor for doing the right thing and for saving 
people from sin. God will welcome His friends who once 
walked away from Him.”

Christ Connection: God’s servant Isaiah wrote about Jesus. 
God planned all along that Jesus would die on the cross for our 
sin. Many years before Jesus was born, Isaiah wrote these words. 
Jesus is the Servant who died to save people from sin.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that 

God’s people were 
like sheep who 
stray away. (Isa. 

53:6) Jesus is the 
Good Shepherd 

who laid down His 
life for His sheep. 

(John 10:11) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Isaiah Preached About the Messiah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 53
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would suffer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Instruct boys and girls to connect the dots to discover 
whom Isaiah prophesied about.
SAY • When you connected the dots, whom did you 

discover? Jesus, that’s right! In today’s Bible story, 
Isaiah told about the Messiah—Jesus. Isaiah wrote 
these words a long time before Jesus would come to 
earth and suffer to rescue people from sin. 

Draw a picture of a friend
Place preschoolers in pairs. Lead each pair to sit across the 
table from each other. Invite preschoolers to draw a picture 
of the child they are paired with. Point out features such 
as eye color, hair color, and skin color. Help preschoolers 
select appropriate colors of markers or crayons. For younger 

• “Only One True God” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Connect the Dots” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• paper
• markers or crayons

LOW PREP
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preschoolers, draw the outline of a face on their paper to 
help them get started. 
SAY •  You made lovely pictures of your friends. Today’s 

Bible story tells about someone who looked very 
ordinary. People didn’t pay attention to this person or 
want to be His friend, but this person was far from 
ordinary. He would do something extraordinary that 
would change the entire world forever. Let’s find out 
who this person is in today’s Bible story.

Look at poetry books
Invite preschoolers to look through poetry or nursery rhyme 
books while you read some of the poems to them. Explain 
that often a poem contains words that rhyme.
SAY • Did you know that the Bible has poems in it? Our 

Bible story today is a poem that the prophet Isaiah 
wrote. Isaiah’s poem was not fun or silly. It was true 
and about something very serious that would happen 
in the future. God gave Isaiah the words for the 
poem. This poem told about the most important 
thing that would ever happen. Let’s hear what it is 
about in today’s Bible story. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to make their most serious face as they 
move to Bible study.

• poetry  or nursery 
rhyme books

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Show preschoolers a newspaper.
SAY • A newspaper tells what has happened, is happening, 

or will happen. In today’s Bible story, Isaiah told the 
people about something that would happen in the 
future. What Isaiah told about is the most important 
thing that ever happened. We don’t read about it in a 
newspaper; we read about it in the Bible.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Isaiah 53 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is the most important book there is. The 

Bible has God’s words in it, and everything in the 
Bible is true. Today’s Bible story is found in Isaiah.

Show the Bible story video “Isaiah Preached About the 
Messiah,” or tell the Bible story in your own words using 
the script provided. Use the bolded version for younger 
preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God had a plan to send someone—the Messiah—to 

• newspaper

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Isaiah Preached About 

the Messiah” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Isaiah Preached About the Messiah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 53
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would suffer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.
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rescue people from sin. Jesus is the Messiah whom 
God sent. God said Jesus would suffer. Instead of 
punishing us for our sin, God punished Jesus. Jesus 
saves people from sin.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Whom did Isaiah say God would send? (a Messiah) 
2. How did the Messiah look? (ordinary) 
3. Did people want to be the Messiah’s friend? (no) 
4. Was the Messiah punished because He did something 

wrong? (No, God punished Him instead of us.)
5. Did God’s servant stay dead? (No, God brought Him 

back to life.) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • How many gods are there? There is one true God. 

Only the one true God could plan to take what bad 
people did to His servant and use it to take away 
people’s guilt. Now the one true God can look at 
sinful people like us and say, “You’re good!”

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Hebrews 1:1-2. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“Speaking to Us.”
SAY • We don’t need prophets to give us God’s messages 

anymore because God sent Jesus. Jesus is God the 
Son. God planned all along that Jesus would die 
on the cross for our sin. The Bible tells us Jesus did 
everything needed to rescue us from sin.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Speaking to Us” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Isaiah Preached About the Messiah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 53
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would suffer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Sing “The B-I-B-L-E”
Set out Bibles for preschoolers to look through. Show them 
where Isaiah 53 and Hebrews 1:1-2 are in the Bible. Lead 
preschoolers in singing “The B-I-B-L-E” as they reverently 
hold a Bible. If you are unfamiliar with the lyrics or tune, 
look them up online before the session. 
SAY • We find God’s words in the Bible. God used prophets 

like Isaiah to tell His plan to His people. Many years 
before Jesus was born, Isaiah wrote that God said 
Jesus would suffer. Jesus is the Servant who died to 
save people from sin. 

Play tag with name tags 
Prepare two name tags for each preschooler. On one name 
tag write sin. On another name tag write good. Choose one 
preschooler to be Jesus. Place all the good name tags on Jesus. 
As you place a sin name tag on all the other preschoolers, 
explain that all people are sinners. Explain Jesus will be It 
as children play tag. When Jesus tags a child, Jesus puts the 
tagged child’s sin name tag on himself and puts a good name 
tag on the tagged child. Play until all children have a good 
name tag and Jesus has only sin name tags.  

• Bibles

LOW PREP

• blank adhesive name 
tags 

• markers
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SAY • God said that Jesus would suffer. Jesus was 
completely good. He never sinned. Did Jesus deserve 
to suffer for sin? No! When Jesus died, He took away 
people’s guilt so God could look at them and say, 
“Not guilty!” God even said, “You’re good!” Jesus is 
the Servant who died and came back to life to save 
people from sin.

Work puzzles 
Gather puzzles depicting Jesus for preschoolers to work. If 
puzzles depicting Jesus are not available, make puzzles by 
drawing a cross on a sheet of construction paper and cutting 
the paper into six to eight pieces. Make multiple puzzles 
using different colors of construction paper. As preschoolers 
work, talk about what Jesus is doing in each puzzle or 
review the Bible story.
SAY • God’s servant Isaiah wrote about Jesus. God planned 

all along that Jesus would die on the cross for our 
sin. God said Jesus would suffer. Many years before 
Jesus was born, Isaiah wrote these words. Jesus is the 
Servant who died to save people from sin.

Play with people figures
Invite preschoolers to build a city or town with blocks. 
Provide people figures for preschoolers to play with in the 
block city they built. As preschoolers work remind them 
that God loves all people. God loves people so much He 
sent Jesus to rescue people from sin.
SAY • God loves people. God wants people to turn from 

their sin and love Him. That’s why He sent Jesus. 
God said Jesus would suffer. Even though bad 
people did mean things to Jesus, God planned for it 

• puzzles depicting Jesus 
• construction paper 

(optional) 
• marker (optional) 
• scissors (optional) 

• blocks 
• people figures
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to happen that way. God planned all along that Jesus 
would die on the cross for sin. Jesus is the Servant 
who died and rose again to save people from sin.

Dig for JESUS letters 
Write JESUS on a sheet of construction paper. Hide letter 
magnets in a box filled with shredded paper. For younger 
preschoolers, only hide the letters of Jesus’ name. Invite 
preschoolers to dig for the letters to spell Jesus. Invite them 
to use the JESUS sign as a guide as they spell out Jesus with 
the magnets on a cookie sheet. 
SAY • Many years before Jesus was born, God’s servant 

Isaiah wrote about Jesus. God gave Isaiah the words 
to write. God said Jesus would suffer. God planned 
all along that Jesus would die on the cross for our sin. 
Jesus is the Servant who died to save people from sin.

• construction paper
• marker 
• box 
• shredded paper
• letter magnets
• cookie sheet
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve a snack. As preschoolers eat, talk about how 
fun it is to spend time with friends at church. Remind 
preschoolers that Isaiah wrote that people did not want to 
be the Messiah’s friend. They stayed away from Him and 
looked the other way when they saw Him. Ask preschoolers 
how it would feel to be treated that way.  Explain that even 
though it was hard, God’s servant still did what God wanted 
Him to do. He came to help people and save them from sin.

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
picture of Jesus. Remind preschoolers that God said Jesus 
would suffer. God planned all along that Jesus would die 
on the cross for our sin and come back to life. Pray for the 
children.
SAY • God, thank You for Jesus. Thank You that You took 

the bad things that people did to Your servant and 
You use them for good. Thank You that when we 
trust in Jesus, You save us from sin. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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UNIT 13
Session 6

Leader BIBLE STUDY

He’s a chip off the old block. Like father, like son. The apple 
doesn’t fall far from the tree. These idioms exist because sons 
tend to look and behave like their fathers. When it came to 
Hezekiah and his father, Ahaz, however, the two were far 
from similar.

When Ahaz was king of Judah, he did not respect God, 
God’s law, or God’s prophets. He worshiped idols. Ahaz 
“did not do what was right in the sight of the Lord his 
God” (2 Kings 16:2). He led the people away from God, 
provoking God’s wrath and anger.

Hezekiah, on the other hand, “did what was right in the 

Unit 13 • Session 6

Use Week of:

Hezekiah, Judah’s Faithful King

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Kings 18–19
MAIN POINT: God answered Hezekiah’s prayer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 70

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 72

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 74
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Lord’s sight just as his ancestor David had done.” Hezekiah 
destroyed the places of idol worship and cleansed the 
temple. (See 2 Chron. 29.) The Lord was with Hezekiah, 
and Hezekiah prospered.

Hezekiah was a faithful king who led the people of Judah 
to worship God like they were supposed to, but even good 
kings are sinners. His wealth and success led to pride. How 
did Hezekiah react when God said everything in his palace 
would be carried off to Babylon? “Who cares? I’ll be dead 
by then.”

Jesus is our faithful King who never sinned. Check out 
some of these definitions for the word faithful: “strict or 
thorough in the performance of duty”; “true to one’s word, 
promises, or vows”; “steady in allegiance or affection”; 
“loyal”; “constant”; “reliable, trusted, or believed”; “adhering 
or true to fact, a standard, or an original”; “accurate.”

Jesus completed His work—the redemption of sinners. 
He said on the cross, “It is finished!” (John 19:30). Jesus 
is faithful over God’s house as a Son. (Heb. 3:6) His 
obedience is steadfast. (Isa. 50:4-10) “Jesus is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever” (Heb. 13:8). One day Jesus 
will return to make all things the way they are supposed to 
be. (Rev. 1:1-6)
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Hezekiah, Judah’s Faithful King
2 Kings 18–19

Hezekiah was a young man when he became the king 
of Judah. He did what God said was right, just like his 
relative King David did. Hezekiah trusted God, and God 
was with him. 

One day, the evil king of Assyria attacked Israel—the 
land north of Judah. The army made all the people go to 
Assyria.

A few years later, the king of Assyria and his army 
came to Judah. Hezekiah was afraid. He told the king of 
Assyria, “Please go away; I will give you as much money 
as you want.”

The king said, “Give me eleven tons of silver and a ton 
of gold.” Hezekiah did not have that much silver and gold! 
Hezekiah took the silver that was in God’s temple and in 
the palace. The temple doors had gold on them, so he took 
the gold off the doors and the doorposts, and he gave it to 
the king of Assyria.

But the king of Assyria did not go away. He sent his 
leaders to talk to Hezekiah. “You should just give up,” they 
said.

Hezekiah sent a message to Isaiah the prophet. “Pray 
for us! Ask God to protect us!” Hezekiah said.

Isaiah said, “God says, ‘Don’t be afraid. The king of 
Assyria will go home, and he will die there.’”

Then Hezekiah got a letter from the leaders in 
Assyria. The letter said, “God is not going to protect 
you.”

Hezekiah went to the temple. He spread out the letter 
and prayed, “God, please save us from the evil king of 

The BIBLE STORY
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Assyria. Then everyone will know that You are the one 
true God.” God heard Hezekiah’s prayer. God was not 
going to let Assyria attack Hezekiah’s city.

That night, the angel of the Lord went into the camp 
where the Assyrian army was staying. Many of the enemy 
soldiers were killed. The next day, the king of Assyria 
went home. He died too, just like God said he would.

Christ Connection: Hezekiah prayed that God would save 
His people from their enemies so that everyone would know He 
is the one true God. Jesus also prayed for His people. Then Jesus, 
the Son of God, died on the cross and rose again to save people 
from sin. WANT TO 

DISCOVER 
GOD’S WORD? 

GET 
MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that 
Hezekiah was a 
good king who 

trusted God. 
(2 Kings 18:5) No 

king was like him, but 
he pointed ahead to 
a greater King, Jesus. 

(Rev. 1:5) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Hezekiah, Judah’s Faithful King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Kings 18–19
MAIN POINT: God answered Hezekiah’s prayer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Lead preschoolers to find and circle the five hidden scrolls.  
SAY •  King Hezekiah got a letter from the leaders in 

Assyria. They planned to attack Judah. The letter 
said, “God is not going to protect you.” Hezekiah 
was afraid, but he did the best thing we can do when 
we are afraid: he prayed. Let’s find out what God did 
in today’s Bible story.

Play a color game
Tape pieces of red, green, yellow, and blue construction 
paper in the four corners of the room. Hold the other 
four papers in your hand. Explain that when you hold 
up a paper, preschoolers must go to the corner with the 
matching color. Between rounds, preschoolers should go to 

• “Only One True God” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Hidden Scrolls” activity 
page, 1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• red, green, yellow, and 
blue construction 
paper, 2 of each color

• masking tape

LOW PREP
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the middle of the room. Play as time allows.
SAY • You all had to go to the wall with the color I was 

holding up. In today’s Bible story, the Assyrian army 
attacked Israel and made all the people go to Assyria. 
Then the evil king of Assyria headed for Judah! Let’s 
find out what happened. 

Pin the crown on the king 
Create a “pin the crown on the king” game by drawing a 
crown-less king on a large piece of paper. Cut several crown 
shapes from construction paper. 

Hang the king image on a wall. Blindfold the first child 
and give her a crown with tape on the back. Spin her in a 
circle one or two times. Guide her to attempt to place the 
crown on the king’s head. Continue play until each child 
has a turn. See whose crown is the closest to the correct 
spot. Consider simply spinning younger preschoolers 
around instead of using a blindfold. 
SAY • We have learned about many kings from the Bible. 

Many of the kings were not good kings. Today’s 
story is about a good king, King Hezekiah. Hezekiah 
trusted God, and God was with him. But King 
Hezekiah was not perfect. Jesus is the only perfect 
king. Let’s find out more about King Hezekiah from 
our Bible story.  

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to make prayer hands as they move to 
Bible study.

• large sheet of paper
• markers
• construction paper
• scissors 
• tape
• blindfold (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
SAY • Do you know what bullying is? [Invite responses.]

Bullying is being very mean to someone over and 
over again. In today’s Bible story, the king of Assyria 
was bullying God’s people. God put a stop to the 
king of Assyria’s bullying and rescued His people. 
Let’s find out how.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 2 Kings in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is true. Everything in the Bible really 

happened. The Bible is God’s Word. Today’s Bible 
story is found in 2 Kings.

Show the Bible story video “Hezekiah, Judah’s Faithful 
King” or tell the Bible story in your own words using 
the script provided. Use the bolded version for younger 
preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Hezekiah was afraid of the king of Assyria, and 

Hezekiah prayed to God. God answered Hezekiah’s 

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Hezekiah, Judah’s 

Faithful King” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Hezekiah, Judah’s Faithful King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Kings 18–19
MAIN POINT: God answered Hezekiah’s prayer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.
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prayer. God protected His people just like He said 
He would do. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Did King Hezekiah trust God? (yes) 
2. The king of Assyria said he would go way if Hezekiah 

gave him what? (silver and gold) 
3. What did the leaders of Assyria say in their letter? 

(God would not protect Judah.) 
4. What did Hezekiah do after the got the letter? (went 

to the temple, spread out the letter, and prayed) 
5. What did God do? (defeated the Assyrian army) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • How many gods are there? There is one true God. 

Hezekiah prayed that God would save His people 
from their enemies so that everyone would know He 
is the one true God. Jesus also prayed for His people. 
Then Jesus, the Son of God, died on the cross and 
rose again to save people from sin.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Hebrews 1:1-2. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“Speaking to Us.”
SAY • The prophet Isaiah gave King Hezekiah God’s 

message that Judah would be safe from the king of 
Assyria. Because God sent Jesus, we no longer need 
prophets to give us God’s messages. God sent His 
own Son to save people from sin.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Speaking to Us” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Hezekiah, Judah’s Faithful King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Kings 18–19
MAIN POINT: God answered Hezekiah’s prayer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Write letters to church leaders
Write letters of encouragement to your pastor, church staff, 
and ministry leaders. Ask a preschooler to think of what she 
can say to encourage the person receiving the letter. Write 
down her words. Then invite the preschooler to draw an 
encouraging picture on the back of the letter. Lead her to 
pray for the ministry leader as she draws. If possible, deliver 
the letters of encouragement as a group and pray for the 
leader in person.
SAY • The leaders in Assyria sent King Hezekiah a 

discouraging letter, but we are sending encouraging 
letters and praying for our church leaders. God 
answered Hezekiah’s prayer, and He will answer our 
prayers too. Jesus also prayed for people. Jesus loved 
people so much He died on the cross and rose again 
to save them from sin.

Play “Duck, duck, pray” 
Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle on the floor. Say 
“Hezekiah” (HEZ ih kigh uh) and lead preschoolers 
to repeat after you until they can pronounce the name 
correctly. Then play this version of “Duck, Duck, Goose.”

• paper
• pencils 
• markers

LOW PREP

LOW PREP
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Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle. Choose one child 
to be It. It walks around the outside of the circle, gently 
tapping each child on the shoulder and says one word of 
the main point for each tap, “God, answered, Hezekiah’s, 
prayer.” When It taps a child and says, “prayer,” the child 
tapped must chase It around the circle until It sits in the 
open spot. That child is now It. Play several times. At the 
end of the game, invite children to remain in the circle as 
you lead them in prayer.
SAY • God, You are the one true God. No one is like 

You! Thank You that when Hezekiah prayed, You 
answered Hezekiah’s prayer and saved Your people 
from their enemies. Thank You for sending Your Son 
to die on the cross and rise again to save us from sin. 
Thank You that even now Jesus is still praying for us. 

Build with silver and gold blocks
Before the session, wrap wooden blocks with silver and 
gold wrapping paper. Invite preschoolers to build with the 
blocks. 
SAY • King Hezekiah took the silver and gold from the 

temple and gave it to the Assyrian king. He hoped 
Assyria would leave Judah alone. But the king did 
not go away. Finally, Hezekiah prayed that God 
would save His people from the Assyrians so that 
everyone would know He is the one true God. God 
answered Hezekiah’s prayer. 

Make scrolls
Cut a sheet of brown kraft paper for each preschooler. Write 
the big picture question and answer on each preschooler’s 
scroll. Invite preschoolers to decorate their scrolls with 

• blocks
• silver wrapping paper 

or foil 
• gold wrapping paper
• tape

• brown kraft paper
• scissors
• markers
• stickers
• ribbon or yarn
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markers and stickers. Demonstrate how to roll up both 
ends of the scroll so the rolls meet in the middle. Tie each 
preschooler’s scroll with a ribbon or piece of yarn. 
SAY • When Hezekiah got the mean letter from the leader 

of Assyria, he prayed that God would save His people 
from their enemies so that everyone would know 
He is the one true God. God answered Hezekiah’s 
prayer. Jesus also prayed for His people. Then Jesus, 
the Son of God, died on the cross and rose again to 
save people from sin.

Look at books about prayer
Gather books containing prayers for preschoolers to look 
through. Include adult prayer books for preschoolers to 
browse, along with children’s prayer books. Be sure to 
include the Bible. Consider reading a storybook in which a 
character prays.
SAY • Prayer is a wonderful gift God has given His people. 

Because of Jesus, we can talk to the one true God 
anytime and anywhere. Hezekiah prayed that God 
would save His people from their enemies, and God 
answered Hezekiah’s prayer. Jesus also prayed for 
His people. Then Jesus, the Son of God, died on the 
cross and rose again to save people from sin.

• Bible 
• books about prayers
• storybook (optional)

Option: Invite 
a guest who is 
known as a person 
of prayer to come 
and pray with your 
class.
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve 12 small crackers to each preschooler for snack. 
Remind preschoolers that the king of Assyria told Hezekiah 
to give him 11 tons of silver and a ton of gold which makes 
12 tons. King Hezekiah was afraid, so he did what the king 
asked. The Assyrians did not go away, but when Hezekiah 
prayed and asked God to protect them, God answered 
Hezekiah’s prayer. When we are afraid, we do not have to 
work hard to make things better on our own. We can pray 
to God and ask Him to help us.

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to 
draw a picture of a time or place they can pray. Remind 
preschoolers that God hears our prayers and that the Bible 
says Jesus is praying for us. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, You are the one true God. Thank You for 

hearing us and answering us when we pray. Thank 
You for sending Jesus, Your very own Son, to die on 
the cross and rise again to save us from sin. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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Unit 14: God the Pursuer

Unit Description:
Despite His people’s continued sin, God continued to pursue them. 
God used Hosea’s life to show that He still loved Israel, though she was 
unfaithful. God called Jonah to the capital of a godless nation, showing 
that no one is beyond the reach of God’s compassion. God used Joel to 
remind Judah that judgment was inevitable but that God is merciful 
and was ready to welcome them back.

Key Passage: 
Joel 2:13

Big Picture Question: 
What is God like? God is merciful and loving. 
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Unit 14: God the Pursuer

Session 1:
Bible Story: 
Hosea, Prophet to Israel
Bible Passage: 
Hosea 1–14
Main Point: 
God loves people who do not 
love Him back.

Session 2: 
Bible Story: 
Jonah, Prophet to Nineveh
Bible Passage: 
Jonah 1–4
Main Point: 
God showed mercy to the 
Ninevites.

Session 3:
Bible Story: 
Joel, Prophet to Judah
Bible Passage: 
Joel 1–3
Main Point: 
God warned His people to 
repent.
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UNIT 14
Session 1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

God sent the prophet Hosea to speak to Israel a message 
of God’s hatred toward sin and of His coming judgment. 
God also sent Hosea to bring a message of love—a love that 
never gives up. God used Hosea’s own life to show Israel 
what a never-gives-up kind of love looks like.

God told Hosea to marry a prostitute. He told Hosea that 
his wife would not be faithful to him. She would give birth 
to children who were conceived with other men. Still, Hosea 
obeyed God. He chose Gomer as his wife. Just as God said, 
Gomer was not faithful to Hosea. She went after other 
lovers. Can you imagine Hosea’s grief each time he found 
his wife with another man?

Unit 14 • Session 1

Use Week of:

Hosea, Prophet to Israel

BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people who do not love Him back.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 84

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 86

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 88
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1

Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

It would have been easier for Hosea to throw up his hands 
and say, “Enough! I’m done with you!” God’s people were 
no different than Gomer. They were spiritual adulterers. 
Their hearts chased after other lovers. They loved and 
worshiped idols, people and things that were not the one 
true God.

It would have been easier for God to throw up His hands 
and say, “Enough! I’m done with you!” But God’s love never 
gives up. He gave Hosea a love for his wife that compelled 
him to buy her back from the slave market after all she had 
done. In the same way, God sought after His unfaithful 
people even after all they had done. God paid a high 
price—the life of His Son, Jesus—to bring them back to 
Himself.

Remember to present the story of Hosea in an age-
appropriate way. God used Hosea’s unfaithful wife to show 
the people of Israel that they were unfaithful to Him. God 
gave Hosea a deep love; Hosea was willing to buy back 
Gomer even after all she had done. God’s love is deep, and 
it never gives up. He goes after His people and loves them 
back to Himself.
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Hosea, Prophet to Israel
Hosea 1–14

God gave Hosea the prophet a message to tell the 
people of Israel. God told Hosea to do something too. 
God said, “Go and marry a woman. She will not love you 
with her whole heart. She will love other men. Be a daddy 
to her children.”

God was going to use Hosea’s life to teach the people 
of Israel a lesson. The way Hosea’s wife treated Hosea 
would be just like the way the people of Israel treated 
God. The people did not love God with their whole 
hearts; they loved other things and people more than 
they loved God.

God asked Hosea to do something very hard. It isn’t 
easy to love someone who doesn’t love you too. But Hosea 
did what God said. He married a woman named Gomer. 
Gomer had a baby boy. God told Hosea to name the baby 
Jezreel. The name Jezreel was special because it meant that 
God was going to punish Israel.

Then Gomer had a baby girl. God told Hosea to name 
the baby “No Mercy.” God was not going to show mercy to 
the people anymore. He was going to give them what they 
deserved, and they deserved to be punished.

Awhile later, Gomer had another baby boy. God said, 
“Name him ‘Not My People.’” For a long time, the people 
of Israel had been God’s people. He promised to take care 
of them if they obeyed Him. But God’s people did not obey 
Him. So God said, “You are not My people.”

Gomer did not love Hosea like a wife should love her 
husband. She ran away from home. The people too did 
not love God like they should. They ran away from Him.

The BIBLE STORY
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What do you think Hosea did when Gomer ran away? 
She had done many things to hurt him. Did he let her 
go? No! When someone you love goes missing, you go 
after her! Hosea found Gomer and brought her back 
home. Hosea loved his wife even though she had hurt 
him. Hosea would never stop loving Gomer.

Hosea said to the people, “Turn back to God. He still 
loves you. He is going to punish you for your sin, but 
when the punishment is over, He will take care of you.” 
The people of Israel acted like Gomer. They ran away 
from God, but God kept loving them. God loves His 
people with a love that never gives up. God had a plan to 
get His people back no matter what.

Christ Connection: Gomer did not love Hosea with all 
her heart. She did things that made Hosea sad, but Hosea 
still loved Gomer. God’s people do not love God with all their 
hearts. We do things that make God sad, but God still loves us. 
He showed us His love by sending Jesus to be our Savior.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that 

God’s unique plan 
for Hosea was not 

easy, but God’s Word 
promises that His 

plans for us are good, 
to bring us hope 
and not disaster. 
(Jer. 29:11) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Hosea, Prophet to Israel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people who do not love Him back.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to complete the maze to help Hosea get 
his wife, Gomer, to bring her home.
SAY • In our Bible story today, a man named Hosea married 

a woman named Gomer. But Gomer did not love 
him with her whole heart. Gomer ran away from 
home. Hosea loved his wife, so he went after her. 
Hosea found Gomer and brought her back home.

Hold a plank 
Guide preschoolers to get in a plank position. The plank is 
performed on the forearms and toes with the body making 
a straight line from the head to the heels. Elbows should be 
directly underneath the shoulders. Challenge preschoolers 
to hold the position for as long as possible. Encourage them 
by saying, “Don’t give up!” 

• “The Love of God” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys

• “Go Get Gomer!” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

LOW PREP
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Continue play with other exercises, such as making arm 
circles, hopping in place, or standing on one foot. With 
each exercise, encourage preschoolers to not give up.
SAY • Keeping your body in a plank is hard to do. After 

awhile, it hurts. In today’s Bible story, God asked 
Hosea to do something very hard. God told Hosea 
to marry a woman named Gomer. Gomer did not 
love Hosea with her whole heart. Even though it 
was hard, Hosea loved Gomer and he never gave up 
on loving her even when she hurt him. We will hear 
about Hosea and Gomer in today’s Bible story.

Discover the meaning of names
Before the session, check out a book on the meaning of 
names from a library or identify a website that allows you 
to input names to discover their meaning. Provide a sheet 
of construction paper for each child. Write each child’s 
name on his paper. Older preschoolers may write their own 
names. Look up the meaning of each child’s name and 
write it below his name on the paper. Invite preschoolers to 
decorate their papers.
SAY • Different names mean different things. In today’s 

Bible story, God told Hosea to give Gomer’s children 
some names with unusual meanings. Let’s find out 
the names of Gomer’s children.

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to pat their hearts as they move to Bible 
study.

• book of name 
meanings or online 
tool 

• construction paper
• markers 

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to name people they love. Ask 
preschoolers to tell why they love those they named.
SAY • Some people are easy to love, and others are hard 

to love. Today’s Bible story is about God’s prophet 
Hosea. God gave Hosea a wife who was hard to love. 
Hosea loved his wife, even though she hurt him. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Hosea in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is different from all other books. The Bible 

is God’s Word. Everything in the Bible is true. Today’s 
Bible story comes from the Book of Hosea.

Show the Bible story video “Hosea, Prophet to Israel” or tell 
the Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God used Hosea’s life to show people what He is 

like. God loves people who do not love Him back. 
Gomer did not love Hosea like a wife should. We do 
not love God like we should. We hurt Him when we 

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Hosea, Prophet to 

Israel” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Hosea, Prophet to Israel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people who do not love Him back.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.
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do not obey His Word, but God keeps loving us. 
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What did God tell Hosea to do? (marry a woman 
who did not love him with her whole heart) 

2. What did Gomer do? (ran away from home) 
3. Did Hosea let Gomer go? (No, Hosea found Gomer 

and brought her home.) 
4. How does Gomer remind us of the people of Israel? 

(The people of Israel loved other things more than God. 
They ran away from God.) 

5. How does Hosea remind us of God? (God loves 
people who do not love Him back.)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question is, What is God like? 

God is merciful and loving. We are sinners and do 
not love God with all our hearts. We treat God like 
Gomer treated Hosea. We do things that make God 
sad, but God still loves us. He showed us His love by 
sending Jesus to be our Savior.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Joel 2:13. Read the key passage aloud 
several times. Sing together the key passage song, “Return.”
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God is gracious and 

compassionate. When we sin over and over again, 
God tells us to return to Him over and over again. 
God loves His people with a love that never gives up.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Return” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Hosea, Prophet to Israel 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people who do not love Him back.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

Sing “Jesus Loves Me” 
Sing “Jesus Loves Me” as a group using simple hand 
motions. If you are unfamiliar with the tune or hand 
motions, look them up online before the session.
SAY • We never have to wonder if God loves us. God tells 

us He loves us in the Bible, and God showed He 
loves us by sending Jesus to be our Savior. We do 
things that make God sad, but God still loves us. 
God loves people who do not love Him back. 

Experiment with magnets 
Fill a plastic tub with a few inches of rice. Hide 10 large 
paper clips in the rice. Provide an assortment of magnets for 
preschoolers to experiment with. Challenge preschoolers to 
use the magnets to find the paper clips. Demonstrate how 
magnets repel (push away) or attract (stick together).
SAY • Sometimes people use magnets to look for metal 

items that are lost. These magnets remind me of 
God. We push God away when we sin, but God 
never gives up on us. God loves people who do not 
love Him back. God comes after us. Everything 
God does—whether He punishes us or blesses us—is 

LOW PREP

• magnets
• large paper clips
• plastic tub 
• rice

Tip: Make sure 
magnets are too 
large for children to 
put in their mouths.
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meant to pull us to Him. God sent Jesus so we could 
be with God forever.

Care for babies
Provide baby dolls and other doll items for preschoolers to 
play out caring for baby dolls. Lead a preschooler to call 
her doll by one of the names of Gomer’s children: Jezreel, 
No Mercy, and Not My People. Point out that every time 
someone said the name of one of Gomer’s children, the 
people were reminded of their sin. 
SAY • God loved His people. He could not allow them 

to continue disobeying Him. God’s people ran 
away from Him, but God kept loving them. God 
promised that when their punishment was over, He 
would take care of them. God loves people who 
do not love Him back. God had a plan to get His 
people back no matter what. 

Practice cutting out heart shapes
Demonstrate how to make a heart by folding a sheet of 
paper in half and cutting a half-heart shape. Open the 
folded cutout to reveal the heart. 

Invite preschoolers to make their own heart shapes. 
Assist preschoolers in folding construction paper in half. 
Use a pencil to draw the outline of a half heart for them to 
use as a guide as they cut. Write the main point on at least 
one of each preschooler’s heart shapes. 
SAY • Hearts remind us of love. Gomer did not love Hosea 

with all her heart, and God’s people did not love God 
with all their hearts. The way Hosea loved Gomer 
when she did not love Him back showed God’s 
people how God loved them. God loves people who 

• baby dolls
• baby clothes
• baby bed
• blankets
• toy bottles

• construction paper
• blunt-tipped scissors
• pencil
• marker
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do not love Him back. We do things that make God 
sad, but God loves us no matter what.

Run a heart relay race
Before the session, cut one heart shape from construction 
paper for each preschooler. Write Gomer on each heart. 
Separate the hearts into two equal sets. Then cut each heart 
in two by cutting unique lines down the middle (squiggly, 
zig-zag, straight, diagonal, wavy).

Form two teams lined up single file on one side of 
the room. Give each preschooler a heart half. Place the 
matching heart halves for each team on a table across the 
room. Explain to preschoolers that the first person in line 
on each team must go to her team’s table, find the other 
half of her heart, and then go to the back of her team’s line 
while the next preschooler goes. The first team to have all 
its members find their heart match wins. 
SAY • You went to find the other half of your heart. When 

Gomer ran away, Hosea went to find her. Hosea 
loved Gomer. He found Gomer and brought her 
back home. God is like that. God’s people ran away 
from God, but He kept loving them. God loves 
people who do not love Him back. God loves His 
people with a love that never gives up. God had a 
plan to get His people back no matter what.

• construction paper
• scissors
• marker
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Select a snack that can be contained in a bag or box. 
Before serving snack, hide the box or bag somewhere in the 
room. Invite preschoolers to search for the snack and bring 
it to you. Remind preschoolers that Gomer ran away, but 
Hosea found her and brought her home. Hosea’s love for 
Gomer reminds us of God’s love for us. We are sinners, but 
God loves people who do not love Him back. God sent 
Jesus to be our Savior. 

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of someone they love. Remind preschoolers that 
God loves people who do not love Him back. Pray for the 
children.
SAY • God, Your love is amazing. You love people who hurt 

You and disobey You. Thank You for loving us even 
though we are sinners and hurt You. Thank You for 
sending Jesus to be our Savior. Help us to love other 
people like You do. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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UNIT 14
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Book of Jonah is not primarily about Jonah and a big 
fish. While those elements are important, Jonah’s account 
centers around the compassion of God, not only for the 
people of Israel, but for people throughout the earth—even 
Israel’s worst enemies!

God spoke to Jonah: “Get up! Go to the great city of 
Nineveh and preach against it, because their wickedness 
has confronted Me” (Jonah 1:2). God is the judge of all 
the earth (Gen. 18:25) and He is sovereign over all the 
nations. Nineveh was the capital of Assyria, and the rulers of 
Nineveh were notoriously evil and cruel. No wonder Jonah 
ran the other way!

Unit 14 • Session 2

Use Week of:

Jonah, Prophet to Nineveh

BIBLE PASSAGE: Jonah 1–4
MAIN POINT: God showed mercy to the Ninevites.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 96

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 98

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 100
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

No one can flee from God’s presence. (Ps. 139:9-10) 
Through a storm and some time in the belly of a fish, 
God got Jonah’s attention. Jonah went to Nineveh. For 
three days, Jonah walked around the city. His message 
to the Ninevites was brief: “In 40 days Nineveh will be 
demolished!”

The people of Nineveh immediately repented, and God 
withheld His judgment. He passed over their sins and did 
not demolish the city. How did Jonah react? “Jonah was 
greatly displeased and became furious” (Jonah 4:1).

God rebuked Jonah and prompted him to examine his 
heart. He left Jonah—and the reader—with a question 
to consider: “Should I not care about the great city of 
Nineveh?” (Jonah 4:11).

Jesus is greater than Jonah. (Matt. 12:41) Jesus came calling 
all sinners, Jews and Gentiles, to repentance. He didn’t only 
bring a message, He truly loved us. He submitted to God’s 
will with joy and laid down His own life for our sins. God 
shows His mercy in the gospel, forgiving those who trust in 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. God sends us out, like Jonah, to 
share the good news of salvation.
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Jonah, Prophet to Nineveh
Jonah 1–4

Jonah was a prophet. One day, God told Jonah, “Go 
to Nineveh. The people have been doing very bad things. 
Tell them to stop.”

Jonah was afraid! The people in Nineveh did not love 
God, and they were very mean! So Jonah ran the other 
way. He got on a boat to go far away.

God sent a storm, and the sailors on the boat were 
scared! They cried and asked their false gods for help. The 
sailors cast lots, like flipping coins or tossing dice, to figure 
out who to blame for all this trouble. The lot fell on Jonah. 
The sailors asked Jonah, “Who are you? What are you 
doing here? Where did you come from?”

Jonah said, “I am one of God’s people. I worship the 
one true God who made everything.”

The sailors shouted, “Tell us what to do!”
Jonah said, “Throw me into the sea!” So the sailors 

picked up Jonah and threw him over the side of the boat.
God sent a big fish to swallow Jonah. Jonah was in 

the belly of the fish for three days and three nights. 
Jonah prayed to God. He thanked God for sending the 
fish to save him. Then the fish vomited Jonah onto dry 
land.

God said, “Jonah, go to Nineveh. Tell the people My 
message.” This time, Jonah went to Nineveh. He walked 
around the city and shouted, “In 40 days, God will 
destroy Nineveh!”

The people in Nineveh stopped doing bad things. 
They showed God that they were sorry, so God decided 
not to destroy Nineveh.

The BIBLE STORY
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“I knew You would do this!” Jonah said to God. “You 
are a gracious God. You do not give people what they 
deserve. You are slow to get angry, and You love people. I 
am so mad!”

“Is it right for you to be mad?” God asked Jonah. 
Jonah left Nineveh and made a shelter outside the city. God 
taught Jonah a lesson.

God made a plant to shade Jonah from the sun. Jonah 
was happy. Then God sent a worm. The worm ate the 
plant, and the plant died. Then God sent wind. Jonah was 
so hot, he almost fainted. He was not happy.

God asked, “Are you mad that the plant died?”
“Yes,” said Jonah.
God said, “You cared about the plant, but you did not 

take care of it or make it grow. The city of Nineveh has 
many people. They need help. I made them, and I care 
about them. Aren’t people more important than a plant?”

Christ Connection: God told Jonah to go to his enemies and 
tell them to stop sinning. Jonah did not want to go. Later, God 
sent His own Son, Jesus, to tell His enemies to stop sinning. 
Unlike Jonah, Jesus wanted to obey God. He died on the cross 
to save us from sin.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that 

Jonah thought he 
could run away 

from God’s plan. We 
cannot hide from 
God (Heb. 4:12), 

who showed mercy 
to Jonah and the 
Ninevites. Order 

in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 

individually. For 
more information, 

check out 
www.lifeway.com/

devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Jonah, Prophet to Nineveh
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jonah 1–4
MAIN POINT: God showed mercy to the Ninevites.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Lead preschoolers to color the biggest fish in the sea green. 
Color the smallest fish purple. Color the striped fish orange. 
Color the polka dotted fish red. Color all the other fish any 
color they want. 
SAY • How many fish are there in the sea? In today’s Bible 

story, God sent a fish to swallow His prophet Jonah. 
Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three days and 
three nights. While Jonah was inside the fish, he 
prayed. Let’s find out what happened.

Play out riding in a boat
Set up a “boat” by arranging chairs, one for each child, 
in short rows. Invite the children to sit in the chairs and 
play out what it would be like to be in a boat during the 

• “The Love of God” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys

• “Fishy, Fishy” activity 
page, 1 per child

• pencils or crayons

LOW PREP

96 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 14 • Session 2

005508635_FA16_Pre_LeaderGuide.indb   96 3/9/16   8:26 AM



following conditions:
• peaceful waters (sit still)
• rough seas (flail limbs about)
• choppy waves (sit up tall and slump down repeatedly)
• pouring rains (cover heads, hide under chairs)
• thunder and lightning (cover ears)
• chilly winds (shiver, teeth chatter, rub arms)

SAY • Have you ever been in a boat? What was the weather 
like? In today’s Bible story, God sent a storm while 
His prophet Jonah was in a boat. God wanted to get 
Jonah’s attention, and He did.

Play an opposite game
Explain to preschoolers that you will call out an action. 
Rather than completing an action, preschoolers must 
do its opposite. Model the opposite action for younger 
preschoolers. Examples of actions: open/close (with fists or 
mouths), up/down (with arms or whole bodies), high/low 
(with arms or bodies), right/left (point or run in the proper 
direction) near/far (walk toward you or walk away from 
you), and moving/still. 
SAY • Today’s Bible story is about God’s prophet Jonah. 

God told Jonah to go to Nineveh to talk to the 
people there, but Jonah did the opposite. Let’s find 
out what happened.

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to make fish faces as they move to Bible 
study.

LOW PREP

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Show the toy fish and invite preschoolers to share what they 
know about the prophet Jonah.
SAY • What most people remember about Jonah is that 

he was swallowed by a big fish, but that isn’t the 
most important part of the story. What I want us to 
remember today is that God does not give people 
what they deserve. God shows mercy. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Jonah in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible has interesting stories, but that isn’t what 

makes it the most special book of all. The Bible is 
God’s Word. No other book has God’s true words.

Show the Bible story video “Jonah, Prophet to Nineveh” 
or tell the Bible story in your own words using the script 
provided. Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God showed mercy to the Ninevites. The people 

of Nineveh did not deserve God’s mercy, but God 

• toy fish

Option: Bring a live 
fish for preschoolers 
to observe.

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Jonah, Prophet to 

Nineveh” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Jonah, Prophet to Nineveh 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jonah 1–4
MAIN POINT: God showed mercy to the Ninevites.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.
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created the Ninevites, and He cared about them. 
God decided not to destroy them when they showed 
they were sorry for their sin.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What did Jonah do instead of going to Nineveh? (got 
on a boat to go far away) 

2. What happened when Jonah was on the boat? (God 
sent a storm.) 

3. What happened to Jonah after the sailors threw him 
overboard? (God sent a big fish to swallow him.) 

4. Did God destroy Nineveh? (No, God showed mercy 
to the Ninevites.) 

5. How did Jonah feel about God deciding not to 
destroy Nineveh? (mad) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question is, What is God like? God 

is merciful and loving. The Ninevites deserved to be 
punished for their sin, but God showed them mercy 
and love. We deserve to be punished for our sin, but 
God showed us mercy and love by sending Jesus. 
Jesus died and came back to life to save us from sin. 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Joel 2:13. Read the key passage aloud 
several times. Sing together the key passage song, “Return.”
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that when we sin, God is 

ready to show us grace and compassion. He wants us 
to turn away from our sin and turn to Him. 

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Return” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Jonah, Prophet to Nineveh 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jonah 1–4
MAIN POINT: God showed mercy to the Ninevites.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

Sing a song about Jonah
Sing the song “Jonah, Go!” to the tune of “The Farmer in 
the Dell.” Find the lyrics on the “Jonah, Go!” printable
SAY • God told Jonah to go tell his enemies to stop sinning. 

Jonah did not want to go. After being swallowed by 
a fish, Jonah obeyed God. The Ninevites showed 
God they were sorry, and God showed mercy to the 
Ninevites. Later, God sent His own Son, Jesus, to 
tell His enemies to stop sinning. Jesus obeyed God. 
He died on the cross to save us from sin.

Make a collage of people
Give a sheet of construction paper to each preschooler. Set 
out magazines and encourage preschoolers to tear or cut out 
pictures of people and glue them to their paper. Cut out the 
pictures before the session for younger preschoolers. 

As preschoolers work, point out various ethnicities 
and any developmental differences depicted. Remind 
preschoolers that God created every person uniquely for His 
glory. Write the big picture question on each preschooler’s 
collage.
SAY • God is so creative! He made people in so many 

• “Jonah, Go!” printable

LOW PREP

• construction paper
• magazines
• blunt-tipped scissors
• glue stick 
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different ways, and He cares about them all. Jonah 
did not love the people of Nineveh, but God did. 
God showed mercy to the Ninevites. God wants all 
people to turn from their sin and trust in Jesus. We 
can love all people and tell them how God sent Jesus 
to be their Savior.

Build a city with blocks
Lead preschoolers to use blocks to build a city. Invite them 
to identify the different buildings such as a school, stores, 
restaurants, homes, office buildings, and so forth. As 
preschoolers build, encourage them to imagine the people 
who would live in their city. 
SAY • God told Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh and tell 

them to stop sinning. Jonah did not want to go. The 
Ninevites were his enemies. God showed mercy to 
the Ninevites. Later, God sent His own Son, Jesus, 
to tell His enemies to stop sinning. Unlike Jonah, 
Jesus wanted to obey God. He died on the cross to 
save us from sin.

Look at books about different cultures
Gather an assortment of picture books that depict people 
of different cultures. Consider locating picture books 
that show people with developmental differences. As 
preschoolers browse through the books, point out the 
differences between your preschoolers and the people in the 
books in an affirming manner.
SAY • God reminded Jonah that He made the people in 

the city of Nineveh. Even though the Ninevites 
were Jonah’s enemies, God cared about them. God 
showed mercy to the Ninevites. God made all 

• blocks

LOW PREP

• books depicting people 
of different cultures 
and abilities
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people. All people are valuable to God, no matter 
how they look or what they do. One day, people who 
look different and act different will all do the same 
thing together—worship Jesus. 

Make a paper plate fish
Provide two paper plates and a Jonah cutout for each 
child. Make a paper plate fish according to the following 
instructions.

1.  Cut a wedge out of each paper plate, approximately 
one fourth of the plate, to create a fish mouth. 

2.  On the first plate, cut out an oval-shaped hole beside 
the fish mouth 

3.  Tape or glue one wedge to the edge of the plate near 
the oval-shaped hole to make the fish’s tail. 

4.  On the second plate, glue the Jonah cutout opposite 
the fish mouth. 

5.  Place the paper plate with the tail on top of the paper 
plate with Jonah and secure the plates together with a 
brass fastener. Demonstrate how to spin the bottom 
paper plate to make the fish swallow Jonah and then 
spit him out. 

6. Invite preschoolers to decorate their fish.
SAY • God told Jonah to go to his enemies and tell them 

to stop sinning. Jonah did not want to go. When he 
finally obeyed God, the Ninevites stopped doing bad 
things. God showed mercy to the Ninevites. Later, 
God sent His own Son, Jesus, to tell His enemies to 
stop sinning. Unlike Jonah, Jesus wanted to obey 
God. He died on the cross and came back to life to 
save us from sin. 

• “Jonah” printable, 
1 per child

• brass fasteners, 
1 per child

• hole punch
• paper plates, 2 per child
• blunt-tipped scissors
• tape
• glue
• markers
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve fish-shaped crackers for snack. Remind 
preschoolers that while Jonah being swallowed by a big fish 
may be the most memorable part of the story, what we learn 
about God from this story is most important. God showed 
mercy to the Ninevites. God is merciful and loving. God 
wants to forgive us when we sin, and He will when we turn 
from our sin and trust in His Son, Jesus. 

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of someone they find hard to love. Remind 
preschoolers that Jonah did not love the Ninevites. Because 
God cares about all people, we can care about all people. 
God will help us love other people when we ask Him. Pray 
for the children.
SAY • God, You are merciful and loving. You are quick to 

forgive people when they turn from their sin and 
follow Jesus. Help us to love all people and tell them 
the good news about Jesus. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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UNIT 14
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The prophet Joel spoke to the Southern Kingdom of Judah 
at a time when the nation faced a crisis. The land had been 
invaded by locusts; swarms of the insects had devastated the 
plants. Judah was also affected by a severe drought.

Joel looked back on these events and announced that these 
were not mere natural disasters—the Lord was judging the 
people for their sin.

In Deuteronomy 28, God told His people, “If you do not 
obey the Lord your God by carefully following all His 
commands and statutes I am giving you today, all these 
curses will come and overtake you … You will sow much 

Unit 14 • Session 3

Use Week of:

Joel, Prophet to Judah

BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 108

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 110

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 112
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

seed in the field but harvest little, because locusts will 
devour it” (vv. 15,38). That is exactly what happened.

These disasters were a wake-up call. Joel told the people 
to repent. He told them to fast. He told them to gather 
and repent together, crying out to God and asking Him to 
show them mercy. Then Joel looked ahead to the future. 
In essence he said, “You think this is bad? This is only the 
beginning!”

God’s judgment of Judah was not over. The Day of the Lord 
was coming, a day when God would show His strength 
through an invading army. For those who were not right 
with God, this was bad news. God’s power would be against 
them. So Joel implored them, “Return to the Lord your 
God. For He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, 
rich in faithful love, and He relents from sending disaster.”

God had pity on His people and promised to restore them. 
God would rather forgive His people than punish them. He 
sent His Son, Jesus, to die for sins so people could be right 
with God. An ultimate Day of the Lord is coming, and 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
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Joel, Prophet to Judah
Joel 1–3

Joel was a prophet. God gave Joel a message to tell to 
the people in Judah. Bad things had been happening in 
Judah. No rain fell for a long time. The people did not do 
what God said to do. God warned the people what would 
happen if they disobeyed Him. God said, “You will plant 
seeds in your field, but locusts will eat the plants.”

When the people of Judah disobeyed God, swarms of 
locusts came into the land and ate the plants. When the 
locusts went away, more locusts came. They ate the plants 
for growing grapes, grain, apples, and other fruits. 

Joel said, “Listen to me! Has this ever happened before?” 
No, the locusts had never eaten all the plants in Judah 
before. But there had been locusts somewhere else. Do 
you remember where? Some of the people might have 
remembered hearing the story. Many, many years before—
when Moses led God’s people out of Egypt—God sent 
locusts to punish the Egyptians for doing bad things. Now 
God was punishing the people of Judah for doing bad 
things too.

“Be sad for your sin,” Joel said. “Ask God to forgive 
you.” Joel told the people to get together and cry out to 
God. “A day is coming when God will punish sin once 
and for all!” Joel said. “That day will be terrible!”

Joel said that God was going to send a strong army 
to take over Judah. Everyone would be scared. No one 
would be able to survive their attack.

“Stop doing bad things and turn back to God,” Joel 
said. “God loves you. He would rather forgive you than 
punish you.”

The BIBLE STORY
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Now Joel had some good news from God. One day, 
God was going to send rain to make the plants grow. God 
would send rain so the animals could drink water. God 
said, “I will save anyone who calls to Me. I will bring My 
people back together.”

Then God said, “Another day of punishment is 
coming. I will punish people who turn away from Me. I 
will pay back all of your enemies for the bad things they 
did to you. I am your God. If you stop sinning, I will 
forgive you. I will be with My people forever.”

Christ Connection: Joel warned God’s people about a day 
when God will punish His enemies, rescue His people, and 
make the world right. Jesus died to rescue people from sin, and 
those who trust in Him will be safe.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover God sent 
the locusts to show 

His people that He is 
merciful and loving. 

(Joel 2:13) God’s 
goodness shows us 

our sin and turns 
our hearts to Him. 
(Rom. 2:4) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Joel, Prophet to Judah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Instruct preschooler to circle the locust on each row that is 
different.
SAY • What do you think these bugs are? They are called 

locusts. A locust is a kind of grasshopper. In today’s 
Bible story, God sent locusts to eat the plants in 
Judah. Listen to the Bible story to discover why God 
would do such a thing. 

Play “Simon Says” with emotions
Play a game of “Simon Says,” but rather than calling 
out actions for preschoolers to do, call out emotions for 
preschoolers to play out. Possible emotions include angry, 
silly, sad, happy, worried, tired, surprised, scared, or 
grumpy. If Simon says, “Simon says [emotion],” preschoolers 

• “The Love of God” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys

• “Look at Locusts” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

LOW PREP
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must play out the emotion. If Simon does not say, “Simon 
says” before listing an emotion, preschoolers must continue 
acting out the previous emotion. 
SAY • Good job playing out the emotions Simon told you 

to express. In today’s Bible story, God’s prophet Joel 
told the people that they should be sad. In fact, he 
told them they needed to get together and cry out to 
God. Let’s find out why Joel said that.

Play a matching game
Print two copies of “Warning Signs” on heavyweight paper 
and cut them out. Mix up the cards and lay them faceup. 
Let the children study them as you read and explain each 
one, and then flip them over. For younger preschoolers, 
keep the cards faceup. Invite a preschooler to turn over two 
cards at a time. If a preschooler uncovers a match, he gets 
another turn. If not, the next player gets a turn. Continue 
play until preschoolers find all matches.
SAY • Warning signs get people’s attention to warn them of 

danger. God warned His people to stop sinning and 
obey Him. God made certain things happen to get 
His people’s attention. God even sent the prophet 
Joel to warn the people about a day when God would 
punish sin. Let’s listen to what God told Joel to say 
in today’s Bible story. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to make their best sad face as they move 
to Bible study.

• “Warning Signs” 
printable, 2 copies

• scissors

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Show preschoolers the locust image. 
SAY • Locusts are like grasshoppers, but unlike 

grasshoppers, many, many locusts will gather 
together and form a swarm. Swarms of locusts eat all 
the plants they see. Imagine seeing locusts eating up 
your plants! Locusts showed up in today’s Bible story. 
The prophet Joel explained why. Let’s listen.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Joel in your Bible. Invite a preschooler 
to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • God’s words are in the Bible, and all God’s words are 

true. The Bible tells us what God is like. Today’s Bible 
story is found in the Book of Joel.

Show the Bible story video “Joel, Prophet to Judah,” or tell 
the Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God warned His people to repent. Repent means to 

turn away from sin. Joel warned God’s people about 

• “Locust” printable

Option: Locate a 
video of a locust 
swarm online to 
show preschoolers.

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Joel, Prophet to Judah” 

video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Joel, Prophet to Judah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.
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a day when God will punish His enemies, rescue His 
people, and make the world right. Jesus died on the 
cross and came back to life to rescue people from sin. 
Those who trust in Him will be safe. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Were the people in Judah obeying God? (no) 
2. What did God send to eat all the plants? (locusts) 
3. What did Joel say God was going to send to take 

over Judah? (a strong army) 
4. What was the good news Joel gave the people? (If 

the people repented, God would make the plants grow. 
God would save the people. God would bring them back 
together.) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Remember our big picture question? What is God 

like? God is merciful and loving. God loved His 
people. He wanted to forgive them not punish them. 
He sent Joel to warn them to repent. God loves us 
and sent Jesus to rescue us from sin. When we turn 
from our sin and trust in Him, we are safe. 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Joel 2:13. Read the key passage aloud 
several times. Sing together the key passage song, “Return.”
SAY • Our key passage is found in today’s Bible story. These 

are the words that Joel said to the people of Judah. 
These are words for us too. God forgives us when we 
repent of our sin and trust in Jesus.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Return” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Joel, Prophet to Judah 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

Hop like locusts
Remind preschoolers that locusts are like grasshoppers. 
Invite preschoolers to hop around the room like locusts as 
music plays. When the music stops, preschoolers must stop 
hopping and squat down like locusts. 
SAY • Hopping like locusts is fun, but the people of Judah 

did not think it was fun when the locusts came and 
destroyed their plants. God warned His people to 
repent. Repent means to turn away from sin and 
obey God. Joel said a day is coming when God will 
punish His enemies, rescue His people, and make the 
world right. Jesus died to rescue people from sin, and 
those who trust in Him will be safe.

Sort warning signs 
Print several copies of the “Warning Signs” printable. 
Cut apart the warning signs. Set out bins and invite a 
preschooler to sort the warning signs into the bins. For 
younger preschoolers, tape a warning sign on the outside of 
each bin for easy identification.
SAY • Warning signs let people know that danger is ahead. 

God warned His people to repent. God sent Joel 

• “The Love of God” song 
(optional) 

• “Return” song 
(optional) 

LOW PREP

• “Warning Signs” 
printable, multiple 
copies

• scissors
• bins
• tape (optional) 
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to warn the people that danger was ahead for them 
if they did not turn from their sin. Joel told about 
a day when God will punish His enemies, rescue 
His people, and make the world right. Jesus died to 
rescue people from sin, and those who trust in Him 
will be safe.

Play with dried beans
Fill a plastic tub with a few inches of dried beans. Hide 
plastic insects in the beans and invite preschoolers to find 
them. You may also provide toy shovels, toy rakes, plastic 
measuring cups and plastic spoons for preschoolers to 
scoop, pour, and measure.
SAY • God warned His people to repent. All of Judah’s 

crops were dried up from no water or eaten up from 
the locusts, but God still promised good news. One 
day, God would send rain to make the plants grow. 
God said, “I will save anyone who calls to Me. I will 
bring My people back together.” God sent Jesus to 
rescue people from sin, and those who trust in Him 
will be safe.

Decorate calendars
Provide a copy of the “Calendar” printable and a pencil for 
each child. Write the month at the top of each calendar. 
Point out the names of the different days of the week. Help 
preschoolers write in the number for each day. Preschoolers 
may draw a line through days that have already passed. You 
may also help preschoolers mark any holidays or classroom 
birthdays observed in that month. 

For younger preschoolers, fill in the calendar ahead of 
time and encourage them to decorate their calendar.

• plastic tub
• dried beans
• plastic insects
• toy shovels (optional) 
• toy rakes (optional) 
• plastic measuring cups 

(optional) 
• plastic spoons 

(optional) 
• Allergy Alert download

• “Calendar” printable
• pencils 
• markers (optional) 
• stickers (optional) 
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SAY • Calendars help us remember important days. In 
today’s Bible story, the prophet Joel told about a day 
that is not on anyone’s calendar—the Day of the 
Lord. On the Day of the Lord, God will punish sin 
once and for all, and God will be with His people 
forever. Jesus died to rescue people from sin, and 
those who trust in Him will be safe.

Plant seeds
Before the session, cut cardboard tubes into 21/2-inch 
lengths. Cut four equally spaced 1/2-inch slits on one end of 
the tube. Fold the flaps over one at a time to close the end. 
Make one for each preschoolers. 

Cover a table. Place some potting soil in a bowl. Invite 
a preschooler to spoon potting soil into his tube and use 
a craft stick to plant his seed according to the package 
directions. Invite him to use a spray bottle of water to 
gently water his seed. 
SAY • God told the people of Judah, “You will plant seeds 

in your field, but locusts will eat the plants.” God 
loved His people. He wanted to forgive them, not 
punish them. When God warned His people to 
repent, they did not listen. Later Jesus died to rescue 
people from sin, and those who trust in Him will 
be safe.

 

• cardboard tubes
• scissors
• potting soil
• seeds
• bowl
• plastic spoons 
• craft sticks
• spray bottle

Tip: Let parents 
know these pots can 
be planted directly 
in the ground. 
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve fruit such as halved grapes or apples for snack. 
Remind preschoolers that God warned His people to 
repent by causing their plants to die from no water and 
locusts. God wanted to forgive His people not punish them, 
but they had to turn from their sin and obey Him. God 
loves us and wants to forgive us when we sin. When we put 
our trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin, and we are safe.

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
warning sign to warn themselves. Help preschoolers think 
of a way they are tempted to disobey and draw a picture of 
it. Then help preschoolers draw a big X over their drawing. 
Challenge them to hang the warning sign in a place they 
will see when they get home. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, we are sinners. We do things You tell us not to 

do, and we do not do the things You tell us to do. 
Thank You that when we trust in Jesus, You forgive 
our sin. Help us to obey You. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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Unit 15: Jeremiah and Captivity

Unit Description:
God called Jeremiah and used him to tell the people about the coming 
of a new covenant in which sin can be forgiven once and for all. Judah 
continued in sin and was removed from the land, but even during the 
captivity, God used Ezekiel to foretell the coming of Jesus, in whom 
people can find new life.

Key Passage: 
Ezekiel 11:19

Big Picture Question: 
Why should we obey God? We obey God because He loves us. 
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Unit 15: Jeremiah and Captivity

Session 1:
Bible Story: 
God Called Jeremiah
Bible Passage: 
Jeremiah 1
Main Point: 
God chose Jeremiah as His 
messenger.

Session 2: 
Bible Story: 
Jeremiah Prophesied a New 
Covenant
Bible Passage: 
Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34
Main Point: 
God promised a better 
covenant.

Session 3:
Bible Story: 
Judah Was Taken into Captivity
Bible Passage: 
2 Chronicles 36:1-21
Main Point: 
God sent Judah away from their 
land.

Session 4:
Bible Story: 
Ezekiel Told About a Future 
Hope
Bible Passage: 
Ezekiel 37
Main Point: 
God planned to bring His 
people back home.
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UNIT 15
Session 1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

“I chose you before I formed you in the womb; I set you 
apart before you were born.” These words from Jeremiah 1:5 
reveal a Creator who is sovereign, working out everything in 
agreement with the decision of His will. (Eph. 1:11)

Jeremiah 1:5 ends with a specific call for a man named 
Jeremiah: “I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah the priest. He lived just 
north of Jerusalem. Jeremiah’s ministry began when God 
called him. At that time, Josiah was king of Judah. Whom 
else did God call in the Old Testament? God called Noah to 
build an ark (Gen. 6); He called Abram to leave his home 

Unit 15 • Session 1

Use Week of:

God Called Jeremiah

BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 1
MAIN POINT: God chose Jeremiah as His messenger.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 122

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 124

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 126
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1

Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

(Gen. 12:1-4); He called Moses to lead His people out of 
Egypt (Ex. 3).

Each time God calls someone, He equips him or her to 
do His work. Like Moses, Jeremiah was hesitant: “Oh no, 
Lord, God! Look, I don’t know how to speak since I am 
only a youth” (Jer. 1:6). God assured Jeremiah: “I will be 
with you” (Jer. 1:8).

God called Jeremiah to be a prophet to Judah. Judah 
was deep in idol worship and other sins. God’s judgment 
was coming. Jeremiah’s job was to warn them. God gave 
Jeremiah two visions. The first—a branch of an almond 
tree—was a sign that God would keep His promise to send 
judgment, and He would do it soon. The second vision—a 
boiling pot—meant that God’s judgment was coming from 
the north. God would bring the Babylonians from the 
north as judgment on His people. Then God sent Jeremiah 
out to announce God’s declaration.

As you teach preschoolers, help them connect Jeremiah’s 
ministry to the ministry of Jesus. God called Jeremiah to 
warn the people of the judgment for their sin. Jesus also 
came to tell people to turn from their sin. He didn’t just tell 
them about the punishment, He took the punishment on 
Himself.
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God Called Jeremiah
Jeremiah 1

Jeremiah was a priest. One day, God told Jeremiah to 
talk to the people in Judah. God began giving messages to 
Jeremiah.

The first time God talked to Jeremiah, God said, “I 
knew you before I made you in your mama’s belly. Before 
you were born, I picked you to do very special things. I 
picked you to be a prophet to the nations.”

Being a prophet was a big job. Jeremiah would have 
to listen to what God said. Then he would travel to other 
places and tell people what God said.

Jeremiah said, “Oh no, God! I don’t know how to talk 
in front of other people. I am too young for this job. I am 
just a boy.”

God said, “I will tell you where to go and what to say. 
Do not be afraid. I will be with you, and I will take care 
of you.”

Then God touched Jeremiah’s mouth. “I am giving 
you the words to say,” God said. “My message to the 
people of Judah is bad news. They will be punished 
because they have disobeyed Me and have done wrong 
things. But My message is also good news. After the people 
are punished, I will help them. I will make them strong 
again.”

Then God gave Jeremiah two visions. Visions are like 
dreams, except Jeremiah was awake. Instead of giving 
Jeremiah words, God showed him pictures. Jeremiah saw 
a branch of an almond tree. The almond branch showed 
that God would do what He said He would do, and He 
would do it soon.

The BIBLE STORY
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In the second vision, Jeremiah saw a boiling pot. The 
pot was overflowing! It meant that trouble was coming 
for everyone who lived in Judah.

God told Jeremiah what was going to happen one day. 
He said that rulers were going to come and stay right 
outside of the city. They would attack Jerusalem and other 
cities in Judah. This is how God was going to punish Judah 
for disobeying Him. The people in Judah had stopped 
loving God. Instead, they worshiped gods that were not 
real.

God gave Jeremiah an important job. Jeremiah had a lot 
to do. God said to Jeremiah, “Get ready to go! Tell the 
people everything I say. Don’t be afraid; I will make you 
strong. If other people fight you, you will win. I will take 
care of you and keep you safe.”

Christ Connection: God chose Jeremiah before he was born 
to tell people what God said. God had also planned all along 
for His Son, Jesus, to show God’s love for people by dying on the 
cross. Jesus rescues people from sin.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover God gave 
Jeremiah a difficult 

job, but He promised 
to be with him. Later, 

God promised to 
give us His Spirit to 
be with us forever. 
(Ezek. 11:19-20) 

Order in bulk, 
subscribe quarterly, 

or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: God Called Jeremiah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 1
MAIN POINT: God chose Jeremiah as His messenger.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Instruct preschoolers to find and circle Jeremiah.
SAY • Did you spot Jeremiah? God called Jeremiah and gave 

him a special job to do. We will find out more about 
Jeremiah’s special job in today’s Bible story.  

Play a safe version of “Red Rover”
Play this safe version of “Red Rover.” Form two teams. The 
teams should line up shoulder-to-shoulder on either side of 
the room holding hands and facing the opposing team. The 
first team chooses a player from the other team and chants, 
“Red Rover, Red Rover, send [child’s name] right over!” 
Then drop their hands to their sides.

That child then runs to a spot between two people on 
that team and stands between them. He joins their line, and 
the team joins hands again. Teams take turns calling a child 

• “Trust in Jesus” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys

• “Where’s Jeremiah?” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

Tip: Make sure 
children do not try 
to break through 
the line.

LOW PREP
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over. Play until each child has been called.
SAY • How did it feel when the other team called out for 

you to come over? In today’s Bible story, God called 
Jeremiah. God chose Jeremiah for a very important 
job. Listen to the Bible story to find out what 
Jeremiah’s job was. 

Guess baby pictures
Before the session, contact parents of preschoolers in your 
class and ask them to provide a baby picture of their child 
or ask permission to print a picture of their child from 
social media. Gather the pictures and set them out for 
preschoolers to examine. 

Challenge preschoolers to guess who the baby in the 
picture is. If obtaining baby pictures of your preschoolers 
is not an option, use baby pictures of your family members 
with pictures of them today or ask your pastors for baby 
pictures of themselves. You may also use an old church 
pictorial directory. 
SAY • You were so little. Look how much you have grown. 

God created each of you very special. Did you know 
that God knew all about you before He even made 
you? God has a plan for you. God knew Jeremiah 
before He made him, and God had a plan for Him. 
We will learn about God’s plan for Jeremiah in 
today’s Bible story. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. Call 
preschoolers to Bible study by name one at a time. 

• baby pictures  of 
preschoolers in your 
class

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Invite an expectant mother to class.
SAY • [Guest’s name] has a baby in her belly. God knew her 

baby even before He put the baby in her belly. In 
today’s Bible story, God told Jeremiah that He picked 
him out to do very special things before he was even 
born. Let’s find out what special things God chose 
Jeremiah to do. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Jeremiah in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is a true book. Everything in the Bible 

happened in real life. The Bible has God’s words in it. 
Today’s Bible story is from the Book of Jeremiah.

Show the Bible story video “God Called Jeremiah,” or tell 
the Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God chose Jeremiah as His messenger. Jeremiah 

had to say some very hard things to Judah. He was 
afraid, but God promised to be with Jeremiah and 

• expectant mother

Option: If an 
expectant mother 
is unavailable, 
show preschoolers 
a picture of an 
expectant mother. 

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “God Called Jeremiah” 

video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: God Called Jeremiah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 1
MAIN POINT: God chose Jeremiah as His messenger.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.
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give him the words to say. 
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What job did God choose Jeremiah to do? (be a 
prophet to the nations) 

2. Did Jeremiah think he would do a good job? (No, 
he was young and did not know how to talk in front of 
other people.) 

3. What did God say He would do for the people of 
Judah after they were punished? (He would help them 
and make them strong again.) 

4. What two things did Jeremiah see in his vision? (an 
almond branch and a boiling pot) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question is, Why should we obey 

God? We obey God because He loves us. Like God 
chose Jeremiah before he was born, God planned all 
along for His Son, Jesus, to show His love for people 
by dying on the cross. Knowing how much God 
loves us makes us want to obey Him.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Ezekiel 11:19. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“One Heart.”
SAY • God’s people were sinners. They disobeyed God over 

and over. Our key passage tells of God’s plan to one 
day change His people’s hearts. God would give them 
new hearts that want to love and obey Him. 

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “One Heart” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: God Called Jeremiah 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 1
MAIN POINT: God chose Jeremiah as His messenger.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Choose a messenger
Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle. Invite one preschooler 
to sit in the middle with his eyes closed or blindfolded. 
Motion for one of the preschoolers in the circle to say the 
big picture answer, We obey God because He loves us. 

Invite the preschooler in the middle to open his eyes and 
guess who was speaking. Make the game more challenging 
by encouraging preschoolers to disguise their voices. Play 
until each preschooler has a turn being the messenger.
SAY • I chose you all to be my messengers to say the big 

picture answer to the child in the middle of the 
circle. God chose Jeremiah as His messenger. God 
chose Jeremiah before he was born to tell people 
what God was going to do.

Play out jobs 
Invite preschoolers to think about what job they might have 
when they grow up. Lead preschoolers to play out those 
jobs. Provide props such as firefighter’s hat, lab coat, baby 
doll, stethescope, chef ’s hat, letters, Bible, books, bucket, 
and so forth. As preschoolers play, challenge them to think 
about how God can use them in that job to care for people 

• blindfold (optional)

LOW PREP

• various props
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and to tell other’s about Him. 
SAY • God chose Jeremiah as His messenger. You don’t 

have to be a prophet like Jeremiah, a pastor, or a 
missionary in another country to serve God. Those 
are definitely great jobs, but no matter what job God 
plans for you to do, you can serve God in it. You can 
help people, care for God’s creation, and tell people 
about Jesus. Jesus had the hardest job anyone has 
ever had. God planned for Jesus to rescue people 
from sin by dying on the cross and coming back to 
life.

Make a marshmallow mouth
Print a “Marshmallow Mouth” printable on pink 
copy paper or pink heavyweight paper for each child. 
Demonstrate how to fold the paper in half to form a 
mouth. Open up the paper again and guide preschoolers to 
color the tongue red. Preschoolers may add “teeth” to their 
mouths by gluing miniature marshmallows in each circle. 
Say the main point as you write it in the center of each 
preschooler’s marshmallow mouth.
SAY • God chose Jeremiah as His messenger. Before 

Jeremiah was born, God planned for him to use his 
mouth to tell people God’s words. God had also 
planned all along to send His Son, Jesus, to rescue 
people from sin. Jesus did more than tell people 
about God’s love; He showed God’s love for people 
by dying on the cross for sin. 

Experiment with a thermometer
Fill a pitcher with very warm water (not scalding) and 
another pitcher with cold water. Show preschoolers the 

• “Marshmallow 
Mouth” printable, 
1 copy per child

• pink copy paper or 
heavyweight paper

• miniature 
marshmallows

• glue 
• red markers 

Option: If pink paper 
is not available, 
print on white, and 
let preschoolers 
use a pink crayon 
or marker to color 
the inside of their 
mouth. 

• candy thermometer
• plastic pitchers, 2
• cups
• ice
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thermometer and explain that the red line goes up when 
something is warm and down when something is cool. The 
number at the top of the red line is the temperature. Place 
the thermometer in the empty cup and wait a few seconds. 

Explain that the thermometer is now showing the room’s 
temperature. Add water from one of the pitchers to the cup. 
Observe the new temperature. Invite preschoolers to predict 
what will happen to the temperature of the water when you 
add cold water, warm water, or ice. 
SAY • We know that water boils at 212 degrees Fahrenheit 

(or 100 degrees Celsius). Boiling water is dangerous 
because it can burn your skin. God chose Jeremiah 
as His messenger. God gave Jeremiah a vision of 
an overflowing, boiling pot. The vision meant that 
trouble was coming for everyone who lived in Judah.  

Work puzzles
Set out puzzles depicting various jobs. You may also include 
puzzles displaying items people may use in a job. Review 
the Bible story as preschoolers work.
SAY • God gives people different jobs. The job God gave 

Jeremiah was to be a prophet to the nations. God 
chose Jeremiah as His messenger. Jeremiah told 
people what God said. God chose His very own Son 
for the most important job of all. Jesus is the Savior. 
Jesus showed God’s love for people by dying on the 
cross. Jesus came to rescue people from sin.

• puzzles depicting 
various jobs
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve almond butter and apple slices for snack. Remind 
preschoolers that Jeremiah saw a branch of an almond 
tree in a vision. The almond branch showed that God 
would punish Judah, and He would do it soon. God chose 
Jeremiah as His messenger. It was not an easy job, but 
God was with Jeremiah and gave him the words to say. 

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of what they want to be when they grow up. 
Remind preschoolers that just like God chose Jeremiah as 
His messenger, God has a plan for them too. Pray for the 
children.
SAY • God, thank You for having a special job for Jeremiah. 

You have a special job for us too—to tell others how 
You showed Your love for people by sending Jesus to 
die on the cross and rise again to rescue people from 
sin. Help us as we do that special job. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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UNIT 15
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Shortly after God had rescued the Israelites from slavery in 
Egypt, He made a covenant with them at Mount Sinai. The 
terms of the covenant are found in Exodus 19.

God said through Moses, “If you will listen to Me and 
carefully keep My covenant, you will be My own possession 
out of all the peoples, … and you will be My kingdom 
of priests and My holy nation” (vv. 5-6). God’s people 
responded, “We will do all that the LORD has spoken.”

But the people did not do all that the Lord had spoken. 
The people had God’s law, but they were not able to obey 
Him because of the sinfulness of their hearts. God punished 

Unit 15 • Session 2

Use Week of:

Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant

BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34
MAIN POINT: God promised a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 134

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 136

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 138
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

His people for their unfaithfulness, eventually sending 
the Northern Kingdom into exile. But God was faithful; 
He preserved two tribes, keeping His promise to establish 
David’s house forever.

The Israelites in Jeremiah’s day broke the covenant just 
like their ancestors before them. The prophet Jeremiah 
told about a new covenant. He prophesied about a coming 
day when God would forgive sin and write His law on the 
hearts of His people. This prophecy is fulfilled in Jesus.

Jesus did not come to get rid of the law. (See Matt. 5:17.) 
Through His sinless life, Jesus fulfilled the demands of the 
old covenant.

The new covenant promised that God would forgive sin. 
God forgives sin through His Son, Jesus. He changes our 
hearts and gives us power through His Spirit to obey His 
commands.
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Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant
Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34

God’s people in Judah tried to obey God, but they kept 
breaking His laws. Why couldn’t they just do what He said? 
Something was wrong.

God sent Jeremiah to speak to the people. Jeremiah 
gave them a message from God. God said that their 
problem was called sin. The sin was permanent; it was not 
going to go away on its own. In fact, the sin was spreading. 
Parents who sinned had children who sinned. Everybody 
was a sinner!

This was bad news because God had made a covenant, 
or agreement, with His people. The agreement said that 
if God’s people obeyed Him, God would bless them. But 
the people did not obey, so God had to punish them for 
their sin. The people would lose their land, their money, 
and their possessions. They would even become servants of 
their enemies.

Jeremiah said that sin made people’s hearts tricky. 
People’s hearts trick them into thinking they are very 
good when they are not. They trick people into wanting 
things or doing things that God does not want for them.

But God had a plan to change people’s hearts. God 
promised to make a new covenant—an even better 
agreement! This was how God was going to save people 
from their sins.

The new covenant would not be like the old covenant. 
In the old covenant, the people had God’s commands in 
writing. They disobeyed His commands and had to make 
sacrifices every year for their sin. In the new covenant, 
God was going to write His law on their hearts. He 

The BIBLE STORY
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would give the people power to obey Him. God said, “I 
will forgive their wrongdoing and never again remember 
their sin.”

Christ Connection: Jeremiah said that God was going to 
forgive sin and change people’s hearts. Jesus made these words 
come true. God forgives our sin when we trust in His Son, 
Jesus. Jesus died on the cross to take away our sin. He changes 
us and gives us power through His Spirit to obey Him.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that 

our hearts trick us 
into sinning. God 
knows our minds 

and tests our hearts 
(Jer. 17:10) When 
we trust in Jesus, 

He changes us from 
the inside out. Order 

in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 

individually. For 
more information, 

check out 
www.lifeway.com/

devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34
MAIN POINT: God promised a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to look at the pattern and circle which 
heart comes next.
SAY • Good job figuring out the heart patterns. We are 

talking about hearts in today’s Bible story. You 
cannot see or touch these hearts though. The heart 
we are going to talk about is our spirit.

Use erasers
Use a pencil to write each child’s name on a sheet of paper 
but write one letter with a marker. Invite preschoolers to use 
an eraser to erase their name from the paper. 
SAY • Were you able to erase your whole name from your 

paper? You could not erase that last letter because I 
wrote it with a marker. The marker is permanent. 

• “Trust in Jesus” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys

• “Complete the 
Pattern” activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• paper 
• marker
• pencil
• erasers

LOW PREP
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That means you can’t get rid of it. Like this marker, 
we cannot do anything to make our sin go away. But 
God made a plan to forgive sin and take it away. We 
will find out more about God’s plan in today’s Bible 
story. 

Play a marble game
Place marbles in a bowl. Challenge preschoolers to use a 
spoon to move the marbles one at a time from the bowl to 
the bottle without using their hands. As preschoolers work, 
comment on how tricky the task is.
SAY • Using a spoon to move a marble is tricky. Did you 

know that sin makes our hearts tricky? Our hearts 
trick us into wanting things or doing things that God 
does not want for us. They trick us into thinking we 
are very good when we are not. God has a wonderful 
plan to change our hearts. Let’s listen to God’s plan 
in today’s Bible story. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 

Before preschoolers move to Bible study, name an item a 
preschooler likes such as ice cream, play dough, or a puppy. 
Invite preschoolers to Bible study one by one and ask them 
to name something better than the item you mentioned. 
Explain that today’s Bible story is about a better covenant, 
or agreement, God made with His people than the one He 
made before.

• clean, dry, empty 
plastic bottle

• marbles
• plastic spoon 
• bowl

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Hold up a permanent marker.
SAY • When you write with a permanent marker, it does 

not go away. In today’s Bible story, God told His 
people they had a permanent problem—their sin.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Jeremiah in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • God’s words are in the Bible, and the Bible is true. 

The Bible is the most important book there is. 
Today’s Bible story is found in the Book of Jeremiah. 

Show the Bible story video “Jeremiah Prophesied a New 
Covenant,” or tell the Bible story in your own words using 
the script provided. Use the bolded version for younger 
preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God’s people kept breaking the covenant God made 

with them, but God promised a better covenant. 
God was going to forgive sin and change people’s 
hearts. Jesus died on the cross to take away His 

• permanent marker

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Jeremiah Prophesied a 

New Covenant” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34
MAIN POINT: God promised a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

136 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 15 • Session 2

005508635_FA16_Pre_LeaderGuide.indb   136 3/9/16   8:27 AM



people’s sin. God changes us and gives us power to 
obey Him.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions:

1. In the old covenant, what did God promise to do for 
the people if they obeyed Him? (to bless them) 

2. Did the people keep God’s covenant? (no) 
3. Why could people not obey God? (Sin made their 

hearts tricky.)
4. With the new covenant, would God’s people have to 

offer sacrifices for their sin? (no) 
5. How would the new covenant be better than the old 

one? (God would give His people power to obey Him.)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Remember our big picture question? Why should we 

obey God? We obey God because He loves us. When 
someone shows you how much they love you, you 
want to show them you love them back. God loved 
us so much that He sent Jesus. We show God we love 
Him back when we obey His commands. 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Ezekiel 11:19. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“One Heart.”
SAY • Our key passage tells us the new covenant Jeremiah 

told about. God promised to give His people a new 
spirit—the Holy Spirit—to help them obey Him.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “One Heart” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES
SESSION TITLE: Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34
MAIN POINT: God promised a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Play an agreement game
Explain to preschoolers that you are going to make an 
agreement with them. When you do a certain action, they 
must do another certain action. For example, when you 
squat down, preschoolers must stand on their tiptoes. Play 
out one agreement at a time. 

Possible actions include sit down, stand up, swing your 
arms, pat your head, turn around, jump, play air guitar, 
play air drums, frog hop, stick out your tongue, touch your 
toes, close your eyes, look up, look down, and so forth. 
SAY • God had made a covenant, or agreement, with His 

people. The agreement said that if God’s people 
obeyed Him, God would bless them. But the people 
did not obey, so God had to punish them for their 
sin. But God promised a better covenant. In the 
new covenant, God promised to bless His people but 
also to give them the power to keep their part of the 
covenant. Jesus made this new agreement come true.

Play a memory game
Gather a few small, familiar items. Hold up each object 
and lead preschoolers to name each one. Place three or four 

Tip: Enlist an adult 
leader to lead 
preschoolers in 
performing their 
actions. 

LOW PREP

• tray 
• cloth
• various objects
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items on a tray. Invite preschoolers to examine the tray for 
10 to 15 seconds. Cover the tray with a cloth. Challenge 
preschoolers to name the objects on the tray. Uncover the 
tray to reveal the items. Continue to play, changing out 
items periodically. 
SAY • Great job remembering! God has the best memory 

of all, but when God promised a better covenant, 
He said He would not remember His people’s sin. 
God forgives our sin when we trust in His Son, Jesus. 
Jesus died on the cross to take away our sin. He 
changes us and gives us power through His Spirit to 
obey Him. 

Make play dough hearts
Provide play dough and heart-shaped cookie cutters. Lead 
preschoolers to form hearts with their play dough.
SAY • God promised a better covenant. Jeremiah said that 

God was going to forgive sin and change people’s 
hearts. Jesus made these words come true. God 
forgives our sin when we trust in His Son, Jesus. 
Jesus died on the cross to take away our sin. He 
changes us and gives us power through His Spirit to 
obey Him.

Put commandments on hearts
Before the session, cut a large heart out of construction 
paper for each child. Cut 21/2-inch squares of construction 
paper. Write preschool-appropriate versions of the Ten 
Commandments on the squares, one commandment per 
square. You may also use the “Commandments” printable. 
Set out the commandment squares and invite preschoolers 
to glue them to their heart.

• play dough
• heart-shaped cookie 

cutters
• play dough toys

• construction paper
• scissors
• marker
• glue 
• “Commandments” 

printable (optional)
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SAY • In the old covenant, the people had God’s commands 
in writing. They disobeyed His commands and 
had to make sacrifices every year for their sin. God 
promised a better covenant. In the new covenant, 
God was going to write His law on their hearts. He 
would give the people power to obey Him. 

New heart relay
Before the session, make two construction paper hearts for 
each preschooler. Make half of the hearts look messy or 
dirty by crumpling them up, scribbling on them, or ruffling 
up some of the edges. Prepare a “messy” heart and a “clean” 
heart for each preschooler. 

Form two teams. Lead each team to line up single file. 
Give each child a messy heart. Set the clean hearts across 
the room. Explain that when you say, “Go!” the first 
preschooler in each line must go to the table, lay their messy 
heart on the table, take a new heart, and go to the back of 
the line. Then the next preschooler in line goes. The first 
team to exchange all their hearts is the winning team. Play 
again as time allows. 
SAY • The old covenant shows us how much we need Jesus. 

We are sinners. We disobey God’s commands. God 
promised a better covenant. In the new covenant, 
God forgives our sin when we trust in Jesus because 
Jesus kept all God’s rules. God changes our hearts to 
want to obey Him. God even gives us the power to 
obey Him through His Spirit!

• construction paper
• scissors
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve waffles, crispy rice treats, or slices of bread for 
snack. Provide clean heart-shaped cookie cutters for 
preschoolers to cut heart shapes out of their snack. Remind 
preschoolers that God promised a better covenant where 
He would change His people’s hearts. In the new covenant, 
God gives His people power to obey Him. 

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
heart. For younger preschoolers, draw the heart and invite 
them to decorate it. Remind preschoolers that when we 
trust in Jesus, God changes our heart and gives us the power 
to obey Him. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, we are sinners. Our hearts trick us into 

thinking we are very good when we are not. Thank 
You for sending Jesus to make a better covenant. 
Thank You that when we trust in Him, You forgive 
our sin and give us power through Your Spirit to 
obey You. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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UNIT 15
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Warnings had come from the prophets for decades. God 
patiently waited for His people to turn from their sin. The 
prophet Jeremiah spared few details when he warned Judah 
what would happen if they did not turn from their evil 
ways. (See Jer. 25:1-14.) 

But the people of Judah did not change their ways. The 
kingdom had been declining for years, despite King Josiah’s 
efforts to prompt nationwide repentance. When King Josiah 
died, the people went back to their old ways, worshiping 
idols and disobeying the Lord.

The time of judgment had come. God used 

Unit 15 • Session 3

Use Week of:

Judah Was Taken into Captivity

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah away from their land.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 146

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 148

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 150
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3

Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Nebuchadnezzar—the king of Babylon—to deport the 
people from Judah to Babylon where they would live in 
exile for 70 years. 

Nebuchadnezzar went to Judah when Jehoiakim was king. 
He put Jehoiakim in chains and took him to Babylon. 
Jehoiachin became king, and Nebuchadnezzar came back 
for him too. Many of the people in Judah were taken, along 
with treasures from the Lord’s temple. Nebuchadnezzar put 
Zedekiah on the throne in Jerusalem.

The people of Judah were unfaithful to God. Zedekiah 
rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, and God poured out 
His wrath on Judah. Nebuchadnezzar showed no mercy 
to the people of Jerusalem. The Babylonians set fire to the 
Lord’s temple and the king’s palace. They destroyed the wall 
around Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar’s armies carried most of 
the people away to Babylon as prisoners; only poor farmers 
were allowed to stay and work the land. The people were 
held captive in Babylon, serving the king for 70 years.

God did not abandon His people. The prophet Jeremiah 
told what would happen next: “The days are certainly 
coming … when I will restore the fortunes of My people 
Israel and Judah” (Jer. 30:3). God was going to save His 
people from captivity and raise up a new King—a forever 
King—from the line of David. (Jer. 30:9)
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Judah Was Taken into Captivity
2 Chronicles 36:1-21

Josiah, the king of Judah, had three sons: Jehoahaz (jih 
HOH uh haz), Jehoiakim (jih HOY uh kim), and Zedekiah 
(ZED uh KIGH uh). Josiah had a grandson too. His name 
was Jehoiachin (jih HOY uh kin). Each of them had a turn 
at being king. None of them was good like King Josiah.

After Josiah died, Jehoahaz became king. Jehoahaz was 
not king for very long. He did bad things that God did not 
like.

One day, the king of Egypt came to Judah. He took 
Jehoahaz away and made him a prisoner. Now that Jehoahaz 
was a prisoner in Egypt, he could not be the king of Judah 
anymore. So his brother, Jehoiakim, became king.

Just like his brother, Jehoiakim did what was wrong. 
One day, the king of Babylon came to Judah. He took 
Jehoiakim away and made him a prisoner. Now that 
Jehoiakim was a prisoner in Babylon, he could not be the 
king of Judah anymore. So Jehoiakim’s son Jehoiachin 
became king.

Just like his father, Jehoiachin did what was wrong. One 
day, the king of Babylon sent some of his servants to Judah. 
They took Jehoiachin to Babylon. Now that Jehoiachin was 
in Babylon, he could not be the king of Judah anymore. 
The king of Babylon made Jehoiachin’s uncle king. His 
name was Zedekiah.

Just like his brothers, Zedekiah did what was wrong. 
He led God’s people to do wrong things too. Jeremiah the 
prophet warned Zedekiah that God would punish him for 
doing wrong things, but Zedekiah did not listen.

God was not happy with the people of Judah. They did 

The BIBLE STORY
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not obey God. God loved His people. He did not want to 
destroy them, so He sent prophets to talk to the people. 
The prophets said, “Stop sinning! Turn back to God!” 
But the people did not listen.

It was time for God to punish the people of Judah 
for their sin. God allowed the king of Babylon and his 
armies to attack the people in Judah, and many of the 
people died.

The king of Babylon took everything out of the 
Lord’s temple. Then the king and his army burned the 
temple. They tore down the wall that stood around the 
city of Jerusalem. The army destroyed anything that was 
left.

The king of Babylon took the rest of the people 
to Babylon, and he made them work for him and his 
family. All of this happened just as God said it would.

Christ Connection: God was right to punish His people 
because they sinned. But God still loved them, and He was 
going to give His people a good king, just like He said He 
would. Many years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our 
King forever. Jesus took the punishment we should get for our 
sin.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that God 

had compassion 
on His people 

(2 Chron. 36:15) and 
sent many prophets 
to turn their hearts 
back to God. God 
also promised to 

send a Savior. Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken into Captivity
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah away from their land.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Help preschoolers count the links in each chain and circle 
the correct number.
SAY • You counted the links in the chain. Chains can be 

used for many things, but sometimes chains are 
used to keep people in one place. In today’s Bible 
story, God’s people were sent away from their land 
to another land. Listen to the Bible story to find out 
where. 

Draw and discuss families
Invite preschoolers to draw a picture of their family. As 
preschoolers work, ask them how they are like other 
members of their families and how they are different. 

Sample questions: Do you look like anyone else in your 

• “Trust in Jesus” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys

• “Count the Links” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• paper
• crayons or markers

Tip: Be sensitive 
to difficult family 
situations.

LOW PREP
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family? What things do you like to do that other people in 
your family like to do? What things do you like to do that 
the other people in your family do not? Do you like the 
same foods as anyone else in your family? What foods do 
you like that your other family members do not? What is a 
movie you like? Does the rest of your family like it too?  
SAY •  Sometimes people are like the other people in their 

family. Sometimes they are different. In today’s Bible 
story, King Josiah’s sons and grandson were not like 
him. King Josiah was a good king, but his sons and 
grandson were bad kings. They did not lead God’s 
people to obey God. Let’s find out what happened. 

Walk a sad parade
Form a single-file line. The first child in line leads the group 
slowly around the room, making sad faces and sounds. The 
others must mimic the action of line leader. After a minute, 
instruct that preschooler to move to the back of the line and 
the next preschooler in line becomes the leader. Continue 
until all preschoolers have had a chance to be the leader.  
SAY • Parades are usually happy, but our parade was sad. In 

today’s Bible story, God’s people were sad. God sent 
them away from the very special land He had given 
them. Listen for why God sent His people away from 
their land.  

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to hold hands to form a human chain 
and move to Bible study together.

LOW PREP

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
SAY • Have you ever had to leave the playground when you 

did not want to? In today’s Bible story, the people of 
Judah had to leave their land. The king of Babylon 
made them move to Babylon and work for him. Let’s 
find out what happened. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 2 Chronicles in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • All the words in the Bible are true. The words in the 

Bible are God’s words. Today’s Bible story is from the 
book of 2 Chronicles.

Show the Bible story video “Judah Was Taken into 
Captivity,” or tell the Bible story in your own words using 
the script provided. Use the bolded version for younger 
preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Judah had bad kings who did not lead God’s people 

well. The people of Judah kept disobeying God, 
even after they had been warned over and over again. 

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Judah Was Taken into 

Captivity” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken into Captivity
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah away from their land.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.
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Finally, God sent Judah away from their land. But 
God was going to give His people a good king, just 
like He said He would. Jesus is the good King who 
took the punishment we should get for our sin.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Were Josiah’s sons or grandson good or bad kings? 
(bad) 

2. Whom did God send to tell His people to stop 
sinning and turn back to Him? (prophets) 

3. What did the king of Babylon do to the temple? 
(took everything out and burned it) 

4. What did the king of Babylon do with God’s people? 
(took them to Babylon and made them work for him)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question is, Why should we obey 

God? We obey God because He loves us. God loves 
us so much that He sent His very own Son to take 
the punishment we should get for our sin. I want to 
obey a God who loves me so much. How about you?

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Ezekiel 11:19. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“One Heart.”
SAY • Judah kept sinning and they faced the consequences, 

but in our key passage God promised to change His 
people’s hearts. God would put a new spirit in them, 
His Spirit. God’s Spirit helps His people obey Him. 

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “One Heart” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken into Captivity 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah away from their land.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Build and tear down with blocks
Instruct preschoolers to use blocks to build Jerusalem’s 
temple and wall. Then tear down the temple and the wall. 
Continue building and tearing down as time allows.
SAY • The day the temple was built had been a very happy 

day for God’s people. Now the temple and the wall 
around the city were destroyed. God sent Judah 
away from their land. God allowed the Babylonians 
to defeat Judah because of their sin. One day, God 
would send His very own Son, Jesus, to take the 
punishment for His people’s sin.

Play a sending game
Gather preschoolers at one end of the room. Choose a 
preschooler to be a prophet at the opposite end of the room. 
Whisper an action to the prophet. Possible actions include 
“sit down,” “do a jumping jack,” “turn around,” “hop like a 
frog,” and so forth. The prophet must then go tell the group 
the action, and the group must complete the action. Choose 
another prophet and play again. 
SAY • God sent prophets to tell His people, “Stop sinning! 

Turn back to God!” But the people did not listen. 

• blocks 

Tip: Avoid tears by 
letting preschoolers 
know ahead of time 
that their blocks will 
be torn down. 

LOW PREP

LOW PREP
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God sent Judah away from their land. God is right 
to punish sin. God loves His people. One day, God 
would send His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment 
His people should get for their sin.

Make paper chains
Cut construction paper into 11/2-inch strips. Show 
preschoolers how to make a loop with the strip by taping 
the ends together. Demonstrate how to create a paper chain 
by threading another strip through the loop and taping the 
ends of the strip together. Assist preschoolers in making 
their own paper chains.
SAY • A paper chain cannot hold someone captive, but a 

metal chain can. The king in our Bible story picture 
is wearing chains as he is taken to Babylon. God sent 
Judah away from their land. But God loved His 
people, and He was going to give them a good king. 
Many years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our 
King forever. Jesus took the punishment we should 
get for our sin.

Count and sort linking manipulatives
Set out linking manipulatives, such as chains, cubes, or 
other shapes. Lead preschooler to link manipulatives of the 
same color and count them. Challenge older preschoolers to 
make patterns with the links. 
SAY • God sent Judah away from their land just as He 

said He would do if they continued to sin. The 
king of Babylon gathered the people in Jerusalem 
and took them to Babylon to work for him and his 
family. God was right to punish sin. God sent Jesus 
to take the punishment we should get for our sin. 

• construction paper
• scissors
• tape
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

LOW PREP

• linking manipulatives
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Take turns being king
Assign the roles of Josiah, Jehoahaz, king of Egypt, Jehoiakim, 
king of Babylon, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah. The rest of the 
group are the people of Judah. Review the Bible story while 
playing out the following actions: 

• Crown King Josiah. 
• The people of Judah cheer for the good king.
• King Josiah gives his crown to Jehoahaz.
• The people of Judah boo for the bad king. 
• The king of Egypt leads King Jehoahaz away. 
• King Jehoahaz gives his crown to Jehoiakim. 
• The people of Judah boo for the bad king.
• The king of Babylon leads King Jehoiakim away.
• King Jehoiakim gives his crown to Jehoiachin.
• The people of Judah boo for the bad king. 
• The king of Babylon leads King Jehoiachin away. 
• King Jehoiachin gives his crown to Zedekiah.
• The people of Judah boo for the bad king.
• The king of Babylon leads King Zedekiah and all the 
people of Judah away. 

• The people of Judah cry.
Reassign roles and play again.
SAY • God sent Judah away from their land. God was 

right to punish His people because they sinned. But 
God still loved them, and He was going to give His 
people a good king, just like He said He would. 
Many years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our 
King forever. Jesus took the punishment we should 
get for our sin.

• royal dress-up clothes
• crowns, 3
• name tags (optional) 
• markers (optional)

Tip: Make a name 
tag for each role. 
Place the name tags 
on preschoolers as 
you assign roles. 
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve a class favorite for snack today. As preschoolers 
eat, talk about what it would be like to live in captivity. 
You likely would not get to eat your favorite snack. Remind 
preschoolers that God sent Judah away from their land. 
God could not let His people continue to sin. God loved 
His people. He was going to give His people a good king, 
just like He said He would. Many years later, God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to be our King forever. Jesus took the 
punishment we should get for our sin.

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a king. Remind preschoolers that God sent Jesus to be our 
King forever. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to be 

our King forever. Jesus is a good king who not only 
leads us to follow You, but He took the punishment 
we should get for our sin. Help us to live so that we 
show how great our King is. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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UNIT 15
Session 4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Ezekiel had a tough job: ministering to people who 
had rejected God and suffered the consequences. The 
exiled people of Judah were eager to blame God for their 
circumstances. “It’s not fair!” they argued. (See Ezek. 18:25.)

Ezekiel told the people that they were at fault for their 
exile; their faithlessness had provoked God’s wrath. The 
people were getting what they deserved. “I take no pleasure 
in anyone’s death,” God said. “So repent and live!” (Ezek. 
18:32).

God gave Ezekiel a vision. In this vision, God showed 
Ezekiel a valley of dry bones. The bones represented Israel. 

Unit 15 • Session 4

Use Week of:

Ezekiel Told About a Future Hope

BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezekiel 37
MAIN POINT: God planned to bring His people back home.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 158

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 160

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 162
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Ezekiel prophesied that God would put tendons, flesh, and 
skin on the bones. He would put breath in them so they 
would come to life.

Ezekiel encouraged the exiles. Apart from God, they were 
dead. But God was offering them life. He would restore 
their future. “My dwelling place will be with them,” God 
said. “I will be their God, and they will be My people” 
(Ezek. 37:27).

We too are dead in our sin. (Eph. 2:1) Sin separates us from 
God because He is holy. We are apart from God’s presence. 
But God does not delight in our death. He is patient and 
wants us to repent and live! 

Hundreds of years after Ezekiel died, God’s presence came 
to His people through Jesus Christ, Immanuel—meaning, 
“God with us.” Jesus is the source of life; He offers us living 
water. (John 4:10,14) If we do not drink of it, we will 
become like the dry bones. No life will be in us.

Christ changes that. Evangelical Christian apologist Ravi 
Zacharias wrote1, “Jesus did not come into this world to 
make bad people good. He came into this world to make 
dead people alive.” Indeed, He does. God saves us by 
grace, making us alive with Christ through the Holy Spirit. 
(Eph. 2:4-5)
___________
1. Ravi Zacharias. “Threads of a Redeemed Heart,” Ravi Zacharias International 
Ministries [online], 28 August 2013 [cited 21 September 2015]. Available from the 
Internet: www.rzim.org.
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Ezekiel Told About a Future Hope
Ezekiel 37

God gave Ezekiel a vision. In this vision, God took 
Ezekiel to a valley. The valley was filled with old, dry 
bones. Ezekiel walked through the valley. God asked 
Ezekiel, “Can these bones come to life?”

Ezekiel said, “God, only You know if these bones can 
come to life.”

God told Ezekiel, “Talk to these bones for Me. Say, 
‘Dry bones, hear what God says: I will give you breath, 
and you will come to life. I will give you a body. Then you 
will know that I am God.’”

Ezekiel did what God said. He began to talk to the 
bones. All of a sudden, there was a rattling noise. The 
bones were moving and coming together like God had 
said, but the bones had no breath.

God said to Ezekiel, “Talk to the breath for Me. Say, 
‘This is what God says: Breath, come into these bones! 
Make them alive!’”

Ezekiel did what God said. He talked to the breath, 
and the breath went into the bones. The bones came to 
life, and a big army stood up in front of Ezekiel.

God told Ezekiel what was happening. God said, “My 
people are like these bones. They think they are dried up. 
They do not think they have a future. I want you to talk to 
My people for Me.” God’s people had been taken from 
their homes. They were living in other countries and 
working for other kings. God’s people were sad.

God told Ezekiel what to say to the people of Israel. 
“Say: I am going to bring My people back to the land of 
Israel. I will give them life in their own land, and they 

The BIBLE STORY
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will know that I am God.”
Then God told Ezekiel to pick up two sticks. The first 

stick was for the people of Judah, and the second stick was 
for the people of Israel. Ezekiel held the two sticks together 
in one hand so they were like one stick. God said He was 
going to bring Judah and Israel back together. They 
would not be two separate nations anymore. They would 
be one nation.

God’s people were also going to get a new king! This 
new king would be like a shepherd. God promised that 
His people would go home to their land, and they would 
never be taken away again. “I will be with them,” God 
said. “I will be their God, and they will be My people.”

Christ Connection: God showed Ezekiel a valley. It was full 
of dead bones. When we disobey God, we are like those dead 
bones. But God gave us Jesus to take away our sin. When we 
turn from sin and trust Jesus, He gives us life so we can be with 
God forever.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that God’s 

people felt sad and 
alone in a foreign 

land. God’s promise 
through Ezekiel is still 
true for us today. One 
day, we will live with 
God for all eternity. 
(Ezek. 37:27) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Ezekiel Told About a Future Hope
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezekiel 37
MAIN POINT: God planned to bring His people back home.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Instruct preschoolers to draw a line connecting the bones to 
where they belong on the skeleton.
SAY • In our Bible story today, God used a bunch of old 

bones to give Ezekiel a happy message for His people.

Breathe like animals 
Lead preschoolers to breathe like different animals.

• Bunny: three quick sniffs through the nose and then 
one deep exhale through the nose

• Bear: pause and count to three between slowly 
inhaling and exhaling through the nose 

• Elephant: dangle arms in front like an elephant 
trunk, breathe in through nose while holding arms 
above head, breathe out through the mouth while 

• “Trust in Jesus” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys

• “Dry Bones” activity 
page, 1 per child

• pencils or crayons

LOW PREP
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swinging arms down 
• Snake: inhale through the nose, exhale through the 
mouth while making a hissing sound

SAY •  When something is breathing, you know it is alive. 
In today’s Bible story, God showed Ezekiel a valley of 
dry bones. God gave the bones breath, and they came 
alive. Listen to the story to hear what happened.

Play “Doggy, Doggy, Where’s Your Bone?”
Invite preschoolers to sit on the floor in a circle. Choose a 
preschooler to be the doggy. Doggy sits in the middle of the 
circle with a beanbag behind him. Instruct doggy to close his 
eyes. Choose a preschooler to sneak up behind doggy and 
take the beanbag, return to her seat, and hide the beanbag 
where doggy cannot see it. 

Lead preschoolers in singing, “Doggy, doggy, where’s 
your bone? Somebody took it from your home. Guess who? 
Maybe you!” Then doggy opens his eyes and guesses who 
has the beanbag. He has three chances to guess correctly. 
Choose another doggy and play again.
SAY •  There are lots of bones in today’s Bible story, but not 

a dog bone. God showed Ezekiel a valley of old, dry 
bones. God said His people were like those old, dry 
bones. Let’s discover what God was talking about 
when He said that.

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to shake like bones as they move to Bible 
study.

• beanbag

Option: Use a 
clean plastic dog 
bone instead of a 
beanbag.

LOW PREP

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to press on their shin.
SAY • Do you feel something hard when you press on your 

shin? That is your shin bone. You have more than 
200 bones in your body. That is a lot of bones! In 
today’s Bible story, God gave Ezekiel a vision of old, 
dry bones. Let’s discover what this vision was about.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Ezekiel in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • God’s words are in the Bible, and God’s words are 

true. There is no other book like the Bible. Our Bible 
story for today comes from the Book of Ezekiel.

Show the Bible story video “Ezekiel Told About a Future 
Hope,” or tell the Bible story in your own words using 
the script provided. Use the bolded version for younger 
preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God’s people were sad living in other people’s land 

and not the land God had given them, but God had 

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Ezekiel Told About a 

Future Hope” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Ezekiel Told About a Future Hope 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezekiel 37
MAIN POINT: God planned to bring His people back home.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.
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not forgotten His people. God planned to bring 
His people back home. They would be one nation 
again. God said. “I will be their God, and they will 
be My people.”

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What did Ezekiel see in the vision God gave him? 
(old, dry bones) 

2. What did God tell Ezekiel to do to the bones? (talk 
to them) 

3. Who was like the old, dry bones? (God’s people) 
4. What did God say He was going to do for His 

people? (bring them back to their land, make them one 
nation again, and give them a new king)  

Learn the big picture question
SAY • We are like the dead bones Ezekiel saw, but God sent 

Jesus to give us life. Why should we obey God? We 
obey God because He loves us. When we remember 
how much God loves us and how much it cost God 
to rescue us from sin, we want to obey Him. 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Ezekiel 11:19. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“One Heart.”
SAY • Our key passage reminds us of the promise God 

made to His people. God promised to change His 
people’s hearts. He planned to put His Spirit within 
them to help them obey Him.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “One Heart” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Ezekiel Told About a Future Hope 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezekiel 37
MAIN POINT: God planned to bring His people back home.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Put shapes together
Cut geometric shapes out of different colors of construction 
paper such as a circle, square, oval, triangle, and rectangle. 
Cut each shape in half. Lay out the shape halves on a table 
and invite preschoolers to put the correct halves together 
and then name the shape. 
SAY • Many years before, Israel had been split into two 

nations: Israel and Judah. God said He was going to 
bring Judah and Israel back together. God planned 
to bring His people back home. Israel would be one 
nation again, and they would live in the land God 
promised them.

Play a “go home” game
Use painter’s tape to create a large square on the floor. 
Place a plastic cone in the center of the square. Explain that 
the cone represents the promised land and the tape lines 
represent other countries. Invite preschoolers to walk along 
the tape lines by putting one foot in front as if walking on a 
balance beam. When you call out “Go home!” preschoolers 
should move quickly to the cone in the middle. Direct 
preschoolers back to the tape lines and play again. Consider 

• construction paper
• scissors

LOW PREP

• painter’s tape
• plastic cone

Tip: Use one cone 
and square for every 
4-5 children. 
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letting preschoolers have a turn calling out, “Go home!” 
SAY • God planned to bring His people back home. God 

was going to give his people life like He did with the 
dried bones He showed Ezekiel. They were going 
to get to go home to the land God had given them. 
When we disobey God, we are like those dead bones. 
But God gave us Jesus to take away our sin. When 
we turn from sin and trust Jesus, He gives us life so 
we can be with God forever.

Make a string picture
Before the session, use a marker to draw a simple crown on 
the top half of a sheet of construction paper. Then draw 
a simple shepherd’s hook on the bottom. Cut brown and 
yellow yarn into 2-inch pieces. 

Provide a drawing for each preschooler. Trace the marker 
lines with glue. Invite preschoolers to lay yellow yarn along 
the lines of the crown and brown yarn along the lines of the 
shepherd’s hook. Consider letting older preschoolers draw 
their own crown and hook shapes. 
SAY • God planned to bring His people back home. 

God’s people were also going to get a new king! This 
new king would be like a shepherd. The new king is 
Jesus! When we turn from our sin and trust in Jesus, 
He takes away our sin so we can be with God forever.

Sing “Dem Bones”
Lead preschoolers in singing “Dem Bones” while using their
hands to touch the different body parts mentioned. If you
are unfamiliar with the song, search online for the lyrics and
tune. Modify lyrics to fit your preschoolers.
SAY • God told Ezekiel His people were like the dry bones 

• construction paper
• marker
• glue
• yellow yarn 
• brown yarn
• scissors
• baby wipes for cleanup

Tip: Download an 
MP3 of the song to 
play as you sing.

LOW PREP
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in the valley. They were living in other countries and 
working for other kings. They thought they did not 
have a future, but God planned to bring His people 
back home. God chose Ezekiel to tell them the good 
news. 

Make bone snacks 
Provide each preschooler with several pretzel sticks and 
miniature marshmallows. Invite preschoolers to skewer a 
marshmallow on each end of a pretzel stick. Skewering the 
rounded side of the marshmallow works best. Microwave 
white chocolate chips in a microwave-safe bowl on 50 
percent power in 30-second intervals, stirring between 
intervals until melted. Be very careful to not overheat the 
white chocolate. If a microwave is not available, you may 
melt the chocolate in a fondue pot or small crock pot.

Allow preschoolers to drop their bones in the white 
chocolate. Use a fork to lift the bone out of the chocolate 
and lay it on waxed paper to harden. Place leftover bone 
snacks in a ziplock bag to send home.
SAY • God planned to bring His people back home. 

God wanted Ezekiel to tell His people about His 
plan. God showed Ezekiel a valley. It was full of dead 
bones. When we disobey God, we are like those dead 
bones. But God gave us Jesus to take away our sin. 
When we turn from sin and trust Jesus, He gives us 
life so we can be with God forever.

• Allergy Alert download
• pretzel sticks
• miniature 

marshmallows
• white chocolate chips
• microwave-safe bowl
• waxed paper
• fork
• ziplock bags
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve the bone snacks preschoolers made earlier 
or serve string cheese for snack. Explain that cheese 
contains calcium, which makes our bones strong. Remind 
preschoolers that God said His people were like the old, 
dry bones He showed Ezekiel. God’s people were sad, but 
God planned to bring His people back home. When we 
disobey God, we are like those dead bones. But God gave us 
Jesus to take away our sin. When we turn from sin and trust 
Jesus, He gives us life so we can be with God forever.

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of a bone. Explain to preschoolers that God gives 
sinful people new life through Jesus. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, You never forget Your people. You planned 

to give Your people a new life. Thank You that You 
forgive our sin and give us new life when we turn 
from our sin and trust in Jesus. Amen. 

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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30 Really Important 
Seconds in Your Church
WHEN I FIRST ENTERED LOCAL 

CHURCH MINISTRY, I HEARD 

LEADERS DESCRIBE THE 

IMPORTANCE OF THE FIRST 

FEW MOMENTS OF A FIRST-

TIME GUEST’S EXPERIENCE AT 

A CHURCH. BECAUSE MANY 

GUESTS DECIDE IN THOSE FEW 

MOMENTS IF THEY WILL RETURN, 

IT IS IMPORTANT FOR A CHURCH 

TO EXPRESS HOSPITALITY TO 

GUESTS. WE WANT TO WELCOME 

OTHERS BECAUSE CHRIST 

HAS WELCOMED US.

I have learned, as a father, about 
another very critical 30 seconds.

The 30 seconds when a parent 
picks up his/her child from the 
group/class at the end of the 
worship service are very important.

I have seen some churches 
maximize this moment and other 
churches ill-prepared for the sacred 
opportunity these 30 seconds 
provide. Some churches possess a 
sacred “relational intentionality” 
for these 30 seconds. They think 
strategically about the discipleship 
of the family, and they train 
their leaders to be relational and 

hospitable.
When those 30 seconds possess 

relational intentionality, two things 
happen.

1. Parents receive a 
personal connection.

There is a reason that so many 
parents attend Open House and 
Parent-Teacher Conferences. 
A parent does not need to be a 
Christian to want to know who 
is influencing their children and 
how their children are handling the 
environments they are in. Parents 
are much more likely to trust a 
church if their children are loved 
and encouraged.

The 30 seconds when a father 
or mother picks up his/her child is 
a great opportunity for the parent 
to be encouraged and to know that 
their family is loved and valued.

2. Parents receive help in 
leading their families.

I have two little girls. I have 
learned that leading discussions 
with them about “what they learned 
at church” is much easier when an 
activity page that contains the Bible 
lesson or a parent take-home sheet 
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is provided. The difference in the 
quality of the conversation has been 
stark based on the tools the church 
provides me as a father. And 
I am a pastor—meaning, 
if Eden says, “The story 
where Elsa prayed for God 
to start a fire,” I can pick 
up on what the lesson 
may have been about.

But in those 
moments I think of the 
father who may not 
have studied the Bible 
much. What kind 
of conversation, if 
any, is he having 
with his little girl? I 
know that helping 
parents lead their 
families 

is much bigger than the 
30-second pick-up time, but that 
time can be leveraged to help.

I encourage you 
to think about those 
30 seconds. Are you 
both relational and 
intentional? Be 
relational in your 
shepherding of 
moms and dads 
and intentional in 
helping them have 
conversations with 
their kids about the 
Lord.

Eric Geiger serves as one 
of the Vice Presidents 
at LifeWay Christian 
Resources, leading the 

Resources Division.
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Is It Philosophy or Methodology?
THE TERM “PHILOSOPHY” GETS THROWN AROUND A LOT, SOMETIMES 

NEGATIVELY. HOWEVER, BY DEFINITION, “PHILOSOPHY” IS NEUTRAL –IT’S 

NEITHER POSITIVE NOR NEGATIVE. MERRIAM-WEBSTER DEFINES THE 

TERM AS, “THE MOST BASIC BELIEFS, CONCEPTS, AND ATTITUDES OF AN 

INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP.”

In kids ministry we sometimes 
confuse philosophy with 
methodology. While methods may 
demonstrate our philosophy, they 
are more fluid. Here are some ways 
to distinguish the two:

 *  Philosophy is built on biblical 
convictions. Our philosophy 
should include the desire to 
introduce kids to Jesus.
 *Methods are ways to teach our 
biblical convictions. We may 
choose to introduce kids to Jesus 
with large-group games, word 
searches, crafts, video clips, etc.
 *Philosophy is very personal and 
changes very little or not at all 
over a long period of time.
 *Methods can be flexible. They 
may change from decade to 
decade, from year to year, from 
week to week, and even from 
child to child.
 *Philosophy can be stated clearly 
and briefly.
 *The list of methods can be almost 
infinite.

Let me ask you a question: “Is 
the use of coloring pages based on 
philosophy or methodology?” Before 
you answer, take a look down your 
church’s preschool hallways or in the 
elementary classrooms.

If the artwork or crafts all 
look alike, the teachers may value 
product over process. If the coloring 
pages look like abstract art and the 
crafts are misshapen, the teachers’ 
philosophy is to place process above 
product.

As for me, I want to choose the 
latter scenario. In that way, my 
seldom-changing philosophy drives 
the various methods I employ. What 
will you choose?
Landry Holmes leads LifeWay’s Kids Ministry 
Publishing Team and is a children’s ministry 
volunteer at his church. He is a husband, dad, 
father-in-law, and dog person.
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TRAVEL THROUGH TIME 
EVERY WEEK WITH THE GIANT 

TIMELINE BONUS PACK!

Order today!
1.800.458.2772 • gospelproject.com

These 14 colorful posters create a mural timeline and 
Big Story Circle perfect for large groups, hallways, and 
classrooms. Each poster is 43.75” high x 33.75” wide.

Print Version
005749465 • $59.99

Digital Version, Customizable Size
005749466 • $59.99
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